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PAPERWEIGHT FEST 2010
May 13-15, 2010

For  the  third  time,  Delaware  Valley 
Paperweight  Collectors  Association 
collaborated with  Wheaton Arts  to  produce a 
Paperweight  Fest.  This  year  the  attendance 
was  smaller  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  Andy 
Dohan will elaborate, but those who attended 
were enthusiastic, fun-loving and generous. In 
the  absence  of  Committee  Chair,  the  late 
Stanley  Kruger,  Andy  Dohan  and  Boyd 
England, and the wonderful over-worked staff 
of  Wheaton  Arts  put  together  an  informative 
and interesting program. By all  accounts and 
the  positive  feedback,  the  event  was 
successful.  The  first  scheduled  event  on 
Thursday,  May 13 was the  Artists  Fair  and 
Dealers Fair in the Event Center at 6:00 p.m.  

Carl Carter making a paperweight with Dave Graeber.

However, some attendees started their day by 
making  a  paperweight,  with  the  help  of  the 
masters:  Jim Brown,  Drew Ebelhare  or  Mike 
Hunter.  Flamework   experiences  were 
scheduled with Rick and Melissa Ayotte, David 
Graeber or Gordon Smith.  This year, both the 
Artists  and the  Dealers set  up  tables  for  the 
evening; the array of choices for the collectors 
was  irresistible.   The  hot  and  cold,  delicious 
refreshments were provided by our chapter and 
prepared  by  Boyd  England  ,  who  worked 
tirelessly  the  whole  day.  In  addition  to  the 
artists mentioned above there were also: Sue 
Fox,  Damon  MacNaught,  Peter  McDougall  , 
Cathy  Richardson,  Colin  Richardson, 
KenRosenfeld,  Alison  Ruzsa,  Daniel  Salazar, 
Paul  Stankard,  Tony  and  Virginia  Toccalino, 
and Mayauel Ward.  During the Fest, member 
Andrew Scott approached all of the artists who
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have not  been to DVPCA to schedule a visit 
and most agreed.  The evening activities lasted 
about three hours, enough time for the buying 
to  begin.   The  dealers  were  pleased.   That 
would  include:  Nancy  Alfano,  Paul  Dunlop, 
Jack Feingold, Roger Jacobson, Ben Drabeck, 
Leo  Kaplan  and  Susie  Jacobson,  Therese 
McNamara and William Pitt.

Friday, May14, the morning session began with 
introductions by Susan Gogan, Wheaton Arts 
Executive  Director,  and  Andy  Dohan, 
Paperweight  Fest  Program  Coordinator. 
Session  1 was  Gay  LeCleire  Taylor’s 
presentation,  “What  We  Know  About  Millville 
Crimp  Roses,”  covered  the  early  makers: 
Ralph  Barber,  Marcus  Kuntz  and  John 
Rhulander at Whitall  Tatum and continued on 
to the present.   She has done quite  a  bit  of 
research on the number of petals in the crimps, 
the  shape  and  color  of  petals.   In  addition, 
Boyd  England  has  made  a  spreadsheet   on 
artists and their crimps including: footed or not, 
leaves and petals, position of the rose, colors, 
side profile, stems or no stems, etc.  And Boyd 
has become a fine crimp rose maker himself. 
Collectors,  such  as  Mark  Smith  and  Jim 
Doherty have sought out the best of the South 
Jersey Roses.  In  addition to  roses,  the early 
workers  made  frit  weights,  umbrellas,  devil’s 
fire  and  lily  weights.  Later  artists  mentioned 
were: Charles Kazian, Alex Querns, Emil 

Larson,  Charles  Pepper,  Tony  DePalma, 
Francis  Whittemore  and  Don  Friel.  The 
identification of roses is still a work in progress. 
Session 2  was “Mount Washington Glass Co. 
Paperweights.”  by  Kirk  Nelson.   Although 
thought  to  be  the  preeminent  maker  of 
American  weights,  there  is  not  much 
information  about  the company.   From 1837-
1869, it was located in New Bedford, MA then it 
merged  with  Pairpoint  in  Sandwich,  MA.  In 
1876, the company had an impressive display 
at the nation’s Centennial in Philadelphia. One 
of the highlights was a crystal fountain, which 
was  17  feet  tall  topped  with  the  Statue  of 
Liberty. In addition, there was a glass dressing 
table and many fine examples of their products. 
Frederick  Shirley  and  Nicolas  Lutz  were 
mentioned as artists there.  In the 1990’s, the 
Greenblatt’s  wrote  the  definitive article  in  the 
PCA  Bulletin  giving  the  attributions  of  the 
weights. Session 3 was “A History of Canadian 
Glass Houses”  by Sid Lethbridge.  In  the late 
1900’s,there were a number of glass houses in 
Canada,  but  unlike  the  American  ones  that 
specialized,  they  produced  a  variety  of 
products,  such  as  bottles,  tableware,  lamps, 
insulators etc.  There was the Hamilton Glass 
Works, 1864; the Canada Glass Co. 1864, St. 
Lawrence Glass  Co.,1867 to  name a few.  In 
1867,  the  confederated  states  of  Canada 
became incorporated.   Many  factors  affected 
the industry: a world depression in 1873, the 
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the  election,  national  tariffs,  competition  from 
the United States.  Many companies merged to 
form the Diamond Glass Co. 

Lunch  was  very  pleasant,  for  a  number  of 
reasons. The food included: sandwiches made- 
to-order or wraps, a variety of salads, fruit or 
cookies  and  a  choice  of  beverages.   The 
attendees were  able  to  go  to  two 30 minute 
Lunch  and  Learns  with:  Rick  and  Melissa 
Ayotte, Jim Brown and Drew Ebelhare as the 
artists du jour.

Session 4 was a presentation by Paul Dunlap, 
“Clichy Garlands.”  He has devised a number 
system for describing them by color grounds, 
concentrics-open  and  closed,  geometric 
patterns,  circles  and  loops,  open  loops  and 
scrolls, complex patterns, etc. It is a clever and 
creative  concept.   Session  5 was  “Gillinder 
Brothers  at  the  Centennial”  by  John  Hawley. 
He elaborated on Gillinder and Sons and other 
glass factories that were at the event in 1876. 
It was billed as an “International Exhibition of 
Arts,  Manufacture  and  Products  of  the  Soil.” 
This  was  a  chance  for,  “America  to  strut  its 
stuff,”  says  Hawley.  The  location  was 
Philadelphia’s  Fairmount  Park,  a  2740  acre 
venue. The well-planned layout included many 
buildings;  one  that  is  still  in  use  today  is 
Memorial Hall.   The Main building was on 20 
acres of land and had exhibits from other 

countries.   All  of  the major  glass companies, 
and  some  smaller  ones,  were  were 
represented.  As mentioned earlier in the day, 
Mount  Washington  had  that  exquisite  crystal 
fountain, illuminated by gaslights. The Gillinder 
Glass Factory paid a $3000 concession fee to 
produce and sell  24 different  souvenirs using 
seven tons of glass per week.  Visitors came to 
see  the  workers  make  paperweights, 
statuettes,  plaques,  buildings,  toothpick 
holders,  etc.  The  event  was  held  from  May 
through  November  and  had  nine  million 
visitors.

The Dealers Fair was open from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m.   Now  that  the  attendees  were  better 
informed, they were anxious to buy.

For Dinner,  caravans  took  the  interested  to 
local restaurants.  A contingent of 22 went to 
the Maplewood Restaurant in Vineland.  There 
was a nice mix of collectors and artists.  And 
the food didn’t disappoint.  The weather did not 
cooperate and some of the nicest people got 
wet.

Saturday, May 15, Session 1: Travis Chaudoir 
was unable to attend due to a major workplace 
accident  so Andy Dohan gave the scheduled 
PowerPoint  presentation,  “A  Vision  of 
Production  and  Preservation  of  Quality 
Paperweights.”  Information can be obtained at

Continued on page 8 . . .

John Hawley Jim Brown at Lunch & Learn.
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to order. She introduced today’s first-time guests – 
Eileen  Linton  and  Dorothy  Disney.  They  were 
welcomed  to  our  group  with  applause.  The 
Richardsons from Winona, Minnesota traveled the 
farthest.  Toby thanked everyone who had helped 
get  the  newsletter  out.  She  mentioned  that  Gay 
Taylor  had  been  scheduled  to  be  the  morning 
speaker but had to cancel.  Therefore, Jim Lefever 
would  substitute  and  speak  on  “portraits  and 
pinchbacks (sulfides).” Jim illustrated his talk with a 
visual presentation and a table of actual examples. 
He said sulfides have been given a bad rap; they 
are not highly regarded because producers like the 
Franklin  Mint,  etc.,  created  large  editions  and 
flooded  the  market.  So  prices  went  down  and 
regard went down too. Paul Jokelson had a private 
collection of sulfides that he regarded more highly 
than his collection of paperweights. (The majority of 
sulfide objects are NOT paperweights.) At the time 
Jokelson  collected,  prices  for  sulfides  were  high; 
when he sold, prices were down. 

In  Jim’s  talk,  “Portraits  or  Pictures  in  Glass,”  his 
historical  perspective  showed  that  while  now  we 
have  photography  or  the  Internet  for  pictures  or 
portraits,  in  the  past  they  were  created  as 
silhouettes  (in  glass  as  well  as  out  of  paper), 
engraved  or  etched  into  glass  (each  made 
individually), made of pressed glass (some painted 
from behind), made of pressed glass that was then 
etched  to  create  a  portrait  image,  or  were 
pinchbacks. He showed a modern pinchback of Sir 
Winston Churchill, the only modern one he knows 
of – most are antiques. Pinchbacks have a metallic 
back which has been shaped into a detailed three-

Review of Events
Spring Meeting 
April 17, 2010

The spring  meeting  of  the  Delaware  Valley  PCA 
was held on Saturday, April 17, 2010, at our usual 
venue, the Williamson Restaurant in Horsham, PA, 
with 37 members and guest enrolled (35 attended). 
Guest dealer Nancy Alfano of Portia Paperweights 
presented a  wide variety  of  lovely  weights.  Early 
members viewed these weights, as well as weights 
for sale by members; a lending library with two new 
acquisitions; the treasurer’s report and new DVPCA 
circulation  membership  list  (given  to  all);  Andy 
Dohan’s display of a beautiful mosaic shadow box 
of  a  wisteria  tree  that  he  created  with  millefiori 
canes made by the Alt factory from Murano in the 
1970s; a “free: take one” display; “Antique Week” 
display; a display of today’s choices of raffle prizes; 
and  especially,  the  display  of  weights  made  by 
today’s  guest  speaker  Cathy Richardson and her 
son Colin, courtesy of Portia Paperweights.

Promptly at 11:00, Toby Kruger called the meeting

Jim Lefever giving talk on Portraits or Pictures in Glass. Jim Lefever
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dimensional scene and looks like gold or silver, but 
isn’t.  They  are  placed  under  a  magnifying  glass 
lens but not encased in glass.  Jim also introduced 
the  audience to lithopanes – thin  white  ceramic 
panels with different thicknesses creating an image 
when  light  shines  through.  He  held  up  a  large 
image of the Pieta to illustrate. Decals and painted 
plaques  were  encased  in  glass  and  made  into 
weights. (Millville frits are in this category.) Sulfides 
were made in pressed glass, some in colors; some 
were  excellent  imitations  of  ivory,  carved stones, 
etc.

Jim showed how sulfides were made – from a 

mold, sometimes in several steps. The molds were 
made of plaster, lead or other materials. Often an 
edition  would  be  made  and  the  mold  then 
destroyed.  Most  sulfides were made of  porcelain, 
though some could be stoneware clay. The material 
must  be of  the same coefficiency as the glass in 
order to succeed. Sulfides were made in Europe, 
but also in the USA (St. Clair in Indiana). Jim’s talk 
lasted 25 minutes.  Toby invited everyone to view 
Jim’s collection and also urged them to “buy, buy, 
buy” from our guest dealer. 

After lunch, Sandy Mikelberg called the afternoon 
meeting to order. She noted that it is a year and a 

Example of lithopane shown by Jim Lefever. Jim Lefever with glass objects used in his talk.
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half  until  the  next  election  of  officers,  so  with  a 
show of  hands,  Toby  was  elected  president  and 
Andy Dohan was elected vice-president until then. 
Toby expressed her and her family’s appreciation 
for donations in Stanley’s memory to Wheaton Arts 
from  individual  members  and  the  DVPCA as  a 
whole.  She  thanked  Andy  Dohan,  Boyd  England 
and Pat Ackerman for their efforts to organize the 
Paperweight  Fest  in  May.  She  encouraged 
members to attend the Fest  which will  honor the 
memory of Stanley. Boyd asked for people to sign 
up as volunteers.  Toby mentioned the Fest  raffle 
and noted that the Fest is fun and enjoyed by all 
attendees. 

Toby said that next year the national paperweight 
convention will be held in Washington, DC – close 
for  our  members.  She  mentioned  a  Freeman’s 
auction on May 21 with 600 high-end paperweights 
to be auctioned off. If you register on-line they will 
send  a  catalog  when  printed.  Diane  Atkerson 
reminded the group about the lending library and 
the  honor  code  system  to  check  out  the  books. 
Andrew Scott mentioned the chapter website and 
the need to update some information. 

After  the  usual  fun  with  our  raffle  and  winners, 
including Cathy Richardson who won a DVPCA tee 
shirt, we moved on to the afternoon program. Toby 
introduced Cathy as our visiting artist and afternoon 
guest  speaker.  Cathy  then  began  her  program 
using  a  power  point  presentation.  She  thanked 
Nancy Alfano for making it possible for her to come 
present her work and to speak to the group. She 
then  related  her  background.  She  received  a 
doctorate in geology from Harvard. She was always 
influenced  by  nature  and  small  items.  She  now 
lives in Winona, Minnesota, which is the Island City 
right on the Mississippi River with twin lakes on the 
other side. She spoke of the loveliness of the area. 
She taught herself to draw as a child and still draws 
and paints when not working in glass. She started 
doing stained glass as a business in Ames, Iowa 
after 10 years as a geologist. She collaborates with 
her  husband  Steve  and  showed  a  large  6  foot 
stained  glass  4-panel  screen.  She  created  the 
stained glass and he made the woodwork. She also 
did  sand-blasted  etching  on  glass  but  no  longer 
does  that  now.  She  also  made  stained  glass 
mosaic plaques which were opaque glass shapes 
glued to wood and grouted with colored grout. The 
images were of  women of  different  cultures.  The 
glass  was  painted  and  fused  with  areas  of  gold 
leaf. Cathy learned to blow glass in Bowling Green, 
Ohio. She made torch-work marbles for two years. 
She loved figure skating and competed for the first 
time when she was 45. Since then she has gone to

Nationals and has taught skating to children for the 
past 15 years. She also did some costume design. 

Cathy’s  studio,  Touchstone  Glass,  is  a  family 
business  which  includes  her  husband  Steve  and 
son Colin. She and Colin work together closely in 
the studio  and sharing ideas.  She uses research 
materials  such  as  books,  sketches,  photos,  and 
sample  weights.  She  and  her  son  make 
paperweights  together  keeping  only  the  perfect 
encasements.  They  also  critique  each  other’s 
weights and offer suggestions. Steve does all  the 
grinding  and  polishing  of  pontils.  The  concave 
bottom reduces chances of  scratching the weight 
which  would  show  on  those  with  clear  grounds. 
Steve also does the packing and shipping. 

Speaking of her work, Cathy said she sees herself 
as a wildlife artist as well as a paperweight artist. 
She  is  a  sculptor.  Three  quarters  of  her  time  is 
spent  on  setups  which  is  making  parts  to  be 
encased.  She  says  her  weights  look  two 
dimensional  from  the  top  but  three  dimensional 
from the sides.  She  concentrates  on  good  color, 
composition,  texture  and  interest.  Like  staging  a 
play,  she  decides  what  parts  are  of  the  most 
importance. She learns from wildlife paintings like 
those of James Audubon. Cathy also takes photos 
of sites such as the Badlands and national parks for 
inspiration. 

Five to six years ago, one of her first series was of 
prickly pear cacti. As she created new weights she 
added  more elements  such  as  rocks,  sands  and 
different  succulents  to  make  a  more  complex 
composition. Then she began to add creatures like 
lizards and woodland themes with branches, logs

Jim Richardson
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and  salamanders.  Answering  a  question,  she 
said the textures in her rocks are created with 
clear  centers  rolled  in  mixtures  of  five-six 
different  colors  of  ground  glass.  She  shifts 
relative  sizes  (leaves  to  salamanders  for 
example) to balance the composition. She now 
adds frogs to the setups. 

Cathy also likes ocean and tidewater scenes. In 
2005 she went to Australia and visited the Great 
Barrier  Reef,  snorkeling  and  photographing. 
From that  inspiration her  weights  included sea 
anemones,  starfish,  crabs,  octopi,  jellyfish, 
clownfish,  coral,  etc.  She  showed  several 
examples  of  such  weights,  with  fish  hovering 
over  coral  and sea anemones,  to  illustrate  the 
idea of life teeming in the sea. She loves making 
weights with rain forest frogs, as does her son. 
She  only  makes  editions  of  50  of  any 
composition,  and  not  all  go  to  that  limit.  It 
depends on the popularity. Another style weight 
is the water garden with tightly packed flowers. 
Cathy also does river salmon weights. They are 
layered with silver leaf to catch the light. One of 
her  new  compositions  was  inspired  by  alpine 
flowers  from  the  Betty  Ford  Museum  in  Vail, 
Colorado.  It  has  taken  three  years  to  develop 
these  weights  with  tiny  flowers  and  leaves 
nestled around the rocks. She has also learned 
how to make murrini shells. Right now they are in 
the development stage. 

Cathy  showed  some  of  Colin’s  weights.  His 
composition is different from hers. He makes fruit 
weights  and  weights  with  rain  forest  frogs, 
butterflies, or tropical flowers. He has begun 

Toby Kruger conduction the meeting.

making magnum weights. 

Cathy  ended  her  presentation  to  appreciative 
applause  and  answered  questions  from  the 
audience. 

Q: Does she use a vacuum pump? 
A: Yes, to eliminate bubbles. 

Q: Does she do collaborative pieces? 
A: Yes she does occasionally with Colin, but they 
think of composition differently. 

Q: Does she finalize the setup before starting an 
underwater weight or add a little at a time? 
A: She does do trial and error after an initial idea 
so she often does “artist proofs” to experiment. 

After  Cathy’s  presentation,  Toby  then  spoke  of 
the next meeting in July and dismissed the group. 
Many  stayed  to  converse  and  to  continue 
observation of the many displays. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Sutton,
DVPCA Secretary

Audrey Smit with Don Formigli.
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 . . . continued from page 3.

SageandSolitudeGlass.com.  The  company  is 
located  in  Boulder,  CO  and  it  started  with 
finding a Baccarat weight with canes. That and 
the intricate millefiore of the 1830’s and 1840”s 
inspired  their  cane  designs.  Andy  displayed 
samples of his murrini canes which included a 
duck,  a  hummingbird  and  a  beautiful  horse 
head surrounded by a ring of running horses. 
These canes along with  many others all  had 
defects  and  were  sent  by  Travis  to  be 
destroyed.  This was done in the afternoon at 
the hot shop by pouring molten glass over the 
canes.  Several canes at a time were placed in 
a bucket and then a gather of molten glass was 
carried  to  the  bucket  and  dropped  on  them. 
This caused the canes to explode with a pop. 
It became a fun event with several attendees 
participating in the destruction.    

Session  2  “Rare  Paul  Ysart  Paperweights” 
was a PowerPoint presentation and voiceover 
by Colin Mahoney, who was unable to attend 
due to his work schedule.  He described “rare” 
as few in quantity caused by difficulty in making 
or unusual coloring or just not popular. Among 
his  subjects  were:  flowers,  bouquets,  faces, 
butterflies, millefiore, miniatures, hearts, letters 
or  script,  crosses.   In  addition,  there  were 
insects,  parrots,  closepacks,  scrambles, 
snakes  and  more.   His  techniques  included: 
torsades  for  sulphides,  footed  weights, 
doorknobs,  bottles,  picture  canes,  overlays, 
etc.

Session 3  “What’s New From Twists Glass” by 
Mike Hunter  concluded the morning program. 
He  explained  that  his  wife  Susan  runs  the 
shop. And that the company started by making 
the  twist  stems  for  glasses.   They  were 
fascinated by Venetian glass and they made a 
prototype that won a national award.  They now 
make paperweights, as well as vases, pitchers, 
and glassware,  Overlapping techniques have 
not always been successful , but that’s the way 
they have learned.

Lunch  was  served  and  Lunch  and  Learns 
continued.  Saturday’s  artists  were:  David 
Graeber,  Alison  Ruzsa,  Peter  McDougall.   In 
addition, the  Glass Studio held an interactive 
experience  helping  to  destroy  Travis 
Chaudoir’s 2009 seconds as described above.

In  the  afternoon,  Session  4 was  “Recent 
Research  Into  Chinese  Whites”  by  Alan 
Thornton, who came from the UK to enlighten 
us.   Following  that  was  Session  5 and  the 
always humorous,  William C. Price with  “The 
Victorian Fascination With Death” I do not have 
information  on  these  presentations  because 
the Kruger family arrived just  about that time 
and I  wanted to show them off to the artists, 
dealers, attendees, shop staff, etc. They spent 
time in the Glass Studio, where a “Glass Jam” 
was  in  progress.   Stephen  Paul  Day,  Mike 
Hunter,  Gordon  Smith,  Don  Friel  and  Joe 
Mattson  were  collaborating  on  sulfides, 
blownware with inclusions and paperweights.  

 Travis Chaudoirs glass seconds ready for distruction. Mike Hunter
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The family then toured the grounds. At 5 p.m., 
the Dealers Fair closed; it had been open all 
afternoon  for  the  attendees  and  the  general 
public.

At  6:30,  everyone  gathered  in  the  Heritage 
House for the banquet, raffle winners and door 
prizes.  Although I won no prizes, I felt blessed 
to be with the family that Stan had entrusted to 
me.  That would include: sons Kevin and Kurt, 
daughters-in-law Lisa and Lisa, grandchildren 
Sarah, Zachary, Kyle, Alexandra.  Not present 
and living in Texas are son Keith, daughter-in-
law Elizabeth, grandsons David and Benjamin. 
By the way, we all  enjoyed the food and the 
pleasant company.

Well,  this  is  my  report  on  Paperweight  Fest 
2010.  Thanks again to Andy Dohan and Boyd 
England  for  all  of  their  efforts  to  make  this 
event a fitting tribute to  Stan and a credit  to 
DVPCA.   One  more  note,  Andy  made  cane 
designs in 35 shadow boxes and one magnum 
for sale in the Paperweight Shop, with all of the 
proceeds going to Wheaton Arts.  If you would 
like more details about Fest, speak to the other 
DVPCA members who attended.  That would 
include: Pat Ackerman, Bill and Jill Bauersfeld, 
Ken  Brown,  Charles  Brunner,  Elaine  Cafritz, 
Pam and Robert Campe, Penney Fleming. Don 
Formigli,   Bonnie  and  Gary  Geiger,  Dave 
Graeber,  John  Hawley,  Elliott  and  Roslyn 
Heith, Jim Lefever, Andrew Scott and Gordon 
Smith.

Toby with the Kruger Family.

Next  year,  PCA  will  hold  its  convention  in 
Washington DC. You won’t  want to miss that 
one.

Toby Kruger
DVPCA  President

Shadow Boxes by Andy Dohan.

Stephen Paul Day, Largest Paperweight Sulfide.
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A Paperweight Auction Experience

Think reflex action.  That’s what happens when 
you raise your paddle at a paperweight auction 
even  if  you  didn’t  want  to  bid.   It  can  be 
frightening if the numbers are higher than your 
limit.

On Friday, May 21, 2010, at Freeman’s, 1808 
Chestnut  St.,  in  Philly,  the  Lebow/Seacat 
collection was put up for auction.  I took in the 
preview on  Wednesday,  the  19th,  and  it  was 
very impressive.  There were lots of Baccarat, 
St.  Louis,  Clichy,  Perthshire,  and  all  of  the 
American  Artists.   Some  of  the  American 
antique weights were Sandwich, New England, 
and  early  South  Jersey.   Even  some  of  the 
Chinese  weights  were  handsome  and  I 
purchased  one  lot  of  eleven  which  was  the 
extent  of  my  purchases.   My  right  arm  was 
painful  as  I  restrained  my  reflex  to  bid.   Of 
course there was a lot of wouda-shuda-couda, 
like three Baccarat sulphide weights – Eleanor 
Roosevelt  faceted  double  overlay,  a  faceted 
John F. Kennedy, and a Will  Rodgers (in my 
collection) that went for $50 for the lot.  

There were only about ten bidders on the floor, 
but several phones were manned as well as an 
internet  connection,  all  of  which  were  very 
active and provided about 90% of the bidding. 
The auctioneers were Beau Freeman and Dan 
Waters.  On the bidding floor were Ken Brown, 
Andrew Scott, Bill Pitt and myself.  Some of the 

bidders  on  the  floor  were  extremely  active, 
including one woman from Maryland who was 
invited to come to our DVPCA meetings.  

She bought several lots of paperweights, some 
bargains and some at rather high prices.

There  was  also  a  three  shelf  cart  of  many 
books  including  auction  catalogs  and  three 
binders of PCA Bulletins from its inception.  

One of  the  highlights  of  the auction was the 
large number of Paul Stankard weights, some 
of which dated from 1976.  There was one 4-
5/8” high Bouquet Botanical Cube which went 
for $2600.  Some of the early Stankards went 
for $350 to $1900 and all were quite beautiful. 
There were also two Barry Sautner/Doug Merrit 
weights.   One  was  a  diatreta  and  went  for 
$2100.  

All  the weights were displayed by lot in glass 
cases.  One of the glass shelves collapsed and 
several  weights were damaged.   The auction 
catalog was very nice and well organized.  The 
bidding proceeded in numerical order and went 
very fast.  There were 265 lots.  The bidding 
started at 11 AM and ended at 2 PM.  All in all it 
was  lots  of  fun  and  excitement  and  I  look 
forward  to  another  paperweight  auction,  now 
that I am a veteran.  

Leonard Kornit

Don Formigli with purchase from Damon MacNaught. Diane Atkerson & Cathy Richardson.
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Meet  Jeanne  Kiefner,  a  new  DVPCA 
Member

Once upon a time in a gesture of friendship I told 
Toby that I would be happy to accompany her to 
anything with which she and Stan were involved. 
Much  to  my  surprise  a  call  came  and  an 
invitation  was  extended  from  Toby  to  a 
paperweight meeting.  I graciously accepted with, 
“I’ll  be  glad  to  drive  and  just  bring  a  book  to 
read.”

Then, I was advised that reading a book might be 
unacceptable because there would be two guest 
speakers.  After contemplating going to Horsham 
or was it  Hatboro and checking things on map 
quest I grew apprehensive about my agreement. 
Then  I  thought  what  I  would  know  about 
paperweights…I  was  a  school  nurse  and 
educator.   Goodness,  I  was  quizzical  about 
spelling it---was it “paper Waite” or “paperweight” 
or maybe it was French and was spelled “presse-
papiers.”   The  next  concern  was  an  ominous 
weather forecast but that thought was dismissed 
because I had a safe car.

Upon  arrival  at  the  site  of  this  paperweight 
meeting…I was greeted by regular people I said 
to  myself,  what  do  they  do  with 
paperweights….do they make them? Sell them? 
Display  them?  I  did  remember  that  Toby  and 
Stan had a huge collection of paperweights but 
they were in glass cases so I did not ever touch 
them.  Maybe you could touch them.  As I walked 
around the room,  items were displayed in what 
appeared  to  be  categories  of  design.  I 
discovered I could touch them, I could see inside 
this piece of glass from the sides, the bottom and 
the top.  Pretending to know what I saw…I said 
what  “a  life  time  treasure.”   Only  to  hear  a 
response…”depends  what  you  mean  be  a 
lifetime” as we examined the cost.

As  I  drank my coffee and  listened to  a  young 
man tell  of  his  lifetime experiences as  a  glass 
blower in NJ and with paperweights….wow.  He 
had built a workroom onto his house to continue 
his talents.  Goodness, he didn’t just go out  to 
his shed at night and put something together---it 
took days, weeks, and  months…His power-point 
evidenced his love of a rich history of glass and 
paperweights….he  used  words  new  to 
me….canes,  millifior  canes,  oxides,   sulfides. 
Red-hot liquid glass, beds of sand, glory 

hole….David Graeber’s presentation awakened a 
new  curiosity  in  me.   I  suddenly  knew  a 
paperweight maker.  Goodness, what is his real 
title---artist,  designer.   He mentioned names  of 
other  artists  whom  I  never  new.   Well  maybe 
Baccarat…but not as a paperweight company.

That  day  was  the  beginning  of  a  beautiful 
experience  with  new  friends,  new  “little” 
collections, going to Wikipedia to find out what I 
did  not  know or  even  think  I  wanted  to  know. 
Before I left the wonderful exciting meeting and 
lunch  I  felt  the  call  to  become  part  of  the 
“collectors,”   “artists,”  and  new  friends. 
Therefore,  I  am  a  member  of  a  group  that  I 
thought  was  obscure  only  to  discover  it  is 
something  rooted  in  history  and  beauty.   It  is 
creative  and  imaginative…paperweights  are 
glorious  yet  simplistic  things  that  tell  the 
story….whatever;  you want the touchable piece 
of glass to say to you.  

I will never be a paperweight maker, an artist, a 
vendor  but  I  certainly  will  be  a  collector…
maybe….but  never  like Andrew and Nancy nor 
Stan  and  Toby.  Nevertheless,  I  will  be  at  the 
meetings  and  cautious  about  my  comments 
because there seems to be lots to learn and love. 
Who am I?  ....Jeanne Kiefner, a nurse, a Mom, a 
friend of Toby, and excited new member…thanks 
for educating me.  

Jeanne Kiefner and Toby Kruger.
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Good times at Paperweight Fest 
Or People make the difference
By an anonymous paperweight collector

I am just now coming down from a high caused 
by another paperweight fest weekend. Yes, there 
were some late night parties in some artists and 
collectors’ rooms but I  can assure you that my 
high was indeed paperweight induced.  Now that 
several weeks have passed, I can reflect on what 
made the weekend so enjoyable. 
       
Paperweights are what bring us together. I was 
able to get a nice paperweight which will  bring 
me lasting joy but it was the people who made 
the greatest impact. While it was good to interact 
with people from our local chapter, it  was even 
better to renew acquaintances that one only sees 
every two years.  In one case I was able to talk to 
someone that I knew very well years ago but had 
not seen in about ten years.  It was interesting to 
learn how our lives and collecting had changed in 
that time frame.

I  also received two separate  invitations  to  visit 
paperweight  collectors  that  I  hope  to  take 
advantage of in the near future. I do have a bad 
habit  of  procrastinating.  My  great  intentions 
sometimes never happen.  One incidence of this 
happened  several  years  ago  when  artist  John 
Parsley invited me to his home.  John had lived 
less than 2 hours travel time from me at the time 
and only 3 miles from my sister’s house. What a 
wonderful visit that might have been.  I could go 
on to list several other missed opportunities but I 
will not bore you with my regrets. 
        
This paperweight fest was a wake up call  after 
learning of  so many friends who are no longer 
with  us.   I  am going to  try  hard  not  to  put  off 
things in the future.  One tip I got from a fellow 
collector is to carry a small note pad in your 
pocket at these events. He jots notes as he talks 
to  people  then  when he gets  home,  he marks 
things off  the list  as he completes  them.  This 
prevents  waking  up  at  a  much  later  date  to 
wonder if you did indeed send those pictures that 
you promised to send.  I think I will try this next 
time as my memory is not improving with age.

Do  you  ever  feel  that  you  are  alone  in  your 
collecting with no one else living nearby??  This 
was  my  feeling  but  I  was  happy  to  meet  a 
paperweight fest attendee that lives less than 5

miles from me.  What a happy surprise!!  There 
will definitely be some visits in the near future. 
        
Now back to paperweights.  I saved the best for 
last.   My  highlight  of  the  week  was  when 
someone  walked  up  to  me  and  showed  me  a 
scrambled millefiori  doorknob. That sparked my 
interest and I asked if it was for sale. He said “no, 
it is not for sale but you can have it, as it would fit 
well in your collection.”  I was gobsmacked at his 
act  of  generosity.   When I  was discussing this 
with  another  collector  later  that  day,  he 
mentioned  remembering  that  I  had  given  a 
paperweight  away  to  someone  a  couple  years 
ago.  “It’s just your turn this time as what goes 
around comes  around.”   Later  in  the  week  an 
artist  gave  me a  few  pieces  of  cane  from the 
same pull he used to make my paperweight.  Two 
acts of generosity in the same week.  WOW!!! 
       
I  learned  more  about  “China  Whites” 
paperweights  from  the  lecture  by  the  very 
knowledgeable  Alan  Thornton.   This  raised  my 
appreciation of these paperweights but they are 
still not a favorite of mine.  I had one for a while 
that I had no great attachment too, so now it is 
winging  its  way  across  the  water  as  a  gift  to 
someone who will appreciate it more than I did. 
    
I would like to encourage you to consider gifting 
pieces  that  don’t  mean  much  to  you.   Who 
knows, you just may make someone’s week as 
someone made mine.

Rosemary Kozak with Cathy Richardson.
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THE SCRAMBLE:

There should be lots of new paperweights to 
see  from  recent  purchases  at  Paperweight 
Fest when we hold our Show & Tell.   If  you 
made purchases at Fest be sure to bring them 
along.   Also  don’t  forget  the  contest  “My 
Favorite  Mini-Weight”.   In  case  you  are  not 
sure what qualifies as a mini weight, the new 
Dictionary of Glass Paperweights identifies a 
miniature  paperweight  as  “Any  paperweight 
which is two inches in diameter or smaller.” 

We have to start  thinking ahead to elections 
coming up for our club officers at the October 
meeting this  year.   A Nominating Committee 
will be appointed by the President at the July 
meeting.   Please  contribute  your  talents  by 
volunteering to help keep our club interesting. 
Many thanks this month Toby Kruger, Leonard 
Kornit,  Sue  Sutton,  Marty  Mikelberg,  Jean 
Kiefner and Jim Lefever for their contributions 
to this newsletter.  Your articles and photos are 
all  welcome  and  needed  to  keep  the 
newsletter up to the standard set by Stanley.  

Marsh Marigold by Cathy Richardson.

CALENDAR:
ADVANCE MEETING DATES AND GUESTS

July  17  &  18,  2010  –  18th  Anniversary 
Celebration Weekend.  See next page for 
details.

October 16, 2010 – Fall Elections Meeting. 
Saturday AM:  DVPCA member Richard C. 
McCarthy  will  show  and  talk  about  his 
collection  of  Millville  Rose  paperweights 
by Ralph Barber and other  South Jersey 
artists.   Saturday PM:  Ben Drabeck will 
speak on “The Subject of Roses”.  Guest 
Dealer:  Ben Drabeck

January 29, 2011 – Guest Artists Rick and 
Melissa Ayotte from New Boston, NH will 
present  a  program  on  their  work.   Also 
guest artist Damon MacNaught from Silver 
Point,  TN  will  present  a  program on  his 
work.  Guest Dealer:  Leo Kaplan. 

April  16,  2011  –  Guest  Artists  Virginia 
Wilson Toccalino and Tony Toccalino from 
Galactic  Art  Glass in  Milton,  Ontario  will 
present a program on their  work.  Guest 
Dealer:  Jim Lefever.  

July  16-17,  2011  –  Guest  Artist  Daniel 
Salazar  from  Davenport,  CA  will  speak 
about  his  work.   Guest  Dealer:   William 
Pitt.

ALL  SATURDAY  MEETINGS  AT 
WILLIAMSON’S  RESTAURANT,  Horsham, 
PA… 

                                     SAVE THE DATES!!!
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Summer Meeting Announcement
July 17, 2010

At Williamson Restaurant, 500 Blair Mill Road
(Route 611/Easton Road at Blair Mill Road)
Horsham, PA
Located two traffic lights north of PA Turnpike Exit
343 (Old Exit 27/Doylestown/Willow Grove)
Telephone (215) 675-5454

10:00 AM    Paperweight Fair with Guest 
                    Dealer William Pitt

11:00 AM    My Favorite Mini-Weight Contest  
                   followed by a Show and Tell  of 
                   “Acquired at Paperweight Fest  
                   2010”

12 NOON   Lunch – Sale of Raffle Tickets

1:00 PM     Business Meeting:
                   Announcements, reports from floor, 
                   Raffle, etc.

1:30 PM     Guest Speaker Mayauel Ward 
                   from Manhattan Beach, CA. 
                   He first worked for Correia Art 
                   Glass in the mid-70’s and then 
                   moved to Abelman Art Glass in
                   1979.  In 1988 he set his own 
                   glass studio at his home, making
                   lampwork  paperweights.  His work
                   is recognized for its fine detail and 
                   over the years he has added floral 
                   and aquatic-themed vases and 
                   perfume bottles to his paperweight 
                   line.  Mayauel Ward paperweights 
                   are held in collections in places 
                   such as Hong Kong, England and 
                   Germany as well as in the USA.  

2:30 PM     Paperweight Fair continues.

4:00 PM     Our members will caravan to the 
                   home of member Don Formigli,   
                   about 20 miles from Williamsons, 
                   for our annual catered Garden  
                   Party.  

Luncheon Reservations
July 17, 2010

Choices @ $17.00 each
______Number Attending
______(No.) Chicken Marsala, Sauteed Mushrooms
______(No.) Pasta Primavera, Roasted Vegetable
______$ Luncheon Total

Garden Party Reservations
_____Number at $13 each
_____$ Garden Party Total

Sunday Luncheon Reservations
July 18, 2010
_____Number Attending (no charge)

_____$  Grand Total    

Name(s)__________________________________

Email____________________________________

Please mail this tear off slip with your selections and check to:

DVPCA, c/o Don Formigli, Treasurer
455 Stonybrook Drive, Levittown, PA 19055

NO LATER THAN July 12, 2010!!!

July 18, 2010 

11:00 AM     The club will convene at the home 
                     of President Toby Kruger in 
                     Voorhees, NJ for a luncheon and 
                     Paperweight Seminar.

Alpine Spring Beauty by Cathy Richardson.
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Destroying Travis Chaudoirs glass. Andy Dohan distroying Travis Choudoirs glass seconds.

Andrew Scott with new member Dorothy Disney. Shadow Box sold at the meeting by Andy Dohan.
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