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Virginia Wilson Toccalino
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Glass, and later, Galactic Art Glass. For nine years
in the 1990’s, Virginia was the resident glassblower
at the Ontario Renaissance Festival — she gave
glassblowing demonstrations while Tony provided
an informative commentary, raising awareness
of the wonders of glassblowing. Since 2006, her
glass has been promoted under her own name —
Virginia Wilson Toccalino — and the logo VWT, in
part to avoid any connotations of factory production.
Virginia and Tony complete every step in the process
themselves, making their glass objects extremely
personal creations.

Reprinted from the PCA website

Since 1984, Virginia Wilson Toccalino has worked
with glass, first making stained glass panels and
lamps for which her original designs won many
awards. Her interest evolved into sandblasting and
the skills of cutting and engraving crystal. By 1994,
she was captivated by glassblowing and enrolled in
the three-year glass program at Sheridan College in
Oakville, Ontario, Canada.
Virginia, assisted by her husband Tony, evolved
the glass cane rods for which she is known today.
Initially she rented time at local hot glass shops
to make her product. Later, they set up their own
workshop, which over the years has been known
by different names: Glas Faden, Spacesyde Hot

Virginia was awarded scholarships to study
with Venetian glass masters in the creation of
murrini, complex cane and filigrana techniques.
A background in textiles has subliminally molded
her work, which is noted for its sense of style and

Virginia Wilson Toccalino hard at work

“Mortimer the Mortified Mutant Frog” by Virginia Wilson Toccalino
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fluidity. Specializing in techniques that were mastered by the Venetians over 500 years ago and held
as closely guarded secrets for centuries, she has
developed her art to incorporate various types of
simple and complex glass canes and murrinis as the
decorative medium on her forms. The results are linear and threadlike patterns that dance and sway on
complex, shimmering works, captivating the imagination and stimulating wonder in the viewer.

Virginia’s Galactic Art Glass Studio is located at 781
Main St. E #26-27, Milton, Ontario Canada and collectors are welcome to visit the studio. Contact Virginia by email at hotglass@xplornet.com.

A Historical Note
Members interested in the history of American glass
making might be interested in an article by Cynthia
Freehauf found on the internet by Diane Atkerson.
The article titled The Fry Glass Company in Rochester was published in Milestones Vol. 5, No. 2 in
1979. The article traces the history of Henry C. Fry,
the founder, from his early glass factory jobs to the
company bearing his name located in Rochester,
PA. Most interesting to paperweight collectors is the
part that mentions that he employed Peter Gentille.
That section is copied below.

A love for making glass beads at the torch in her
spare time has led her to combine furnace techniques with flame working, to create unique beads
and murrini. This has blossomed into creating complicated, hand-built murrinis for use in solid and
blown forms made at the furnace. Her latest creations in paperweights portray the life cycle of the
frog. Mortimer the Mortified Mutant Frog (see picture
above) is portrayed from UV-activated glow in the
dark egg murrinis through 4 stages of tadpoles, to a
fully formed frog with attitude!
Virginia’s glass has been exhibited widely in both
juried and invitation-only exhibitions within Canada,
the United States, and abroad, and is represented in
private and public collections worldwide. Most notably, selections of her work are housed at the Royal
Ontario Museum in Toronto, the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, DC, and the Claridge Collection
in Montreal, Quebec.

Fry glassware was produced by talented glassblowers or from molds. One of the most famous glassblowers employed by H. C. Fry was Peter Gentille.
Mr. Gentille emigrated to the United States from
Naples, Italy, at the age of twenty-seven with many
years of glassblowing experience under his belt.
While employed at the Fry plant, Mr. Gentille and
a co-worker known as “Frenchie” invented the “Old
Glory Paperweight”, one of the most famous of paperweights.

“Filigree Stardust Trillium Summer Paperweight”
by Virginia Wilson Toccalino

The “Old Glory Paperweight”,
one of the most famous of paperweights
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speakers: Damon MacNaught from Tennessee and
Rick and Clara Ayotte and daughter Melissa from
New Hampshire.
OLD BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
We recognized the passing of members Sumner
Reid and George Wasser who just joined last fall.
We will also miss Patty Mowatt, PCA Membership
Secretary and a former member of our group. Our
Diane Atkerson will be helping with some of her
tasks for Convention.

Review of Events
Winter Meeting
January 29, 2011

Thanks were given to Don Formigli for organizing
our luncheon; Andrew Scott for inviting our guest
artists; and Andy Dohan for taking on the planning
for Glass Weekend – June 10-12, 2011 at WheatonArts. We were reminded that we need a location
for the Garden Party on the evening of our summer
meeting July 17th.

The winter meeting of the DVPCA was held on Saturday, January 29th at our usual venue, Williamson’s Restaurant in Horsham, PA. Before the meeting members were able to enjoy coffee, fruit, and
Danish while they were greeting fellow members
and viewed the paperweight displays of our visiting
artists as well as those of our guest dealer Leo Kaplan’s of New York City represented by Phil Edelman.
At 11 A.M., President Toby Kruger called the meeting
to order and welcomed visitors from the Maryland/
D.C. Chapter of PCA: Elaine Cafritz, Helen Bodine,
Kathy Cohen, Jere Gibber and J.G. Harrington.
New members at this meeting were Bob Straub from
the Lancaster Area and Judy Cooper. Despite the
winter weather, 43 people were in attendance. The
long distance winners were a tie between our guest

Treasurer Don Formigli presented the annual report
which showed that we have been operating at a loss
despite our very successful raffles. He reminded us
that the continental breakfast and lunch, including
tip and tax, is not covered by our fee. The overage
is covered by the DVPCA and the speakers lunches
are also paid from our treasury. He recommended
that we raise the lunch fee to $20. This was made
as a motion and passed by a vote of the membership.

President Toby Kruger

Visitors from MD-DC-VA PCA

3

NEW BUSINESS
Phil Edelman next gave us an overview of the PCA
National Convention to be held in Washington, D.C.
area at the McLean Hilton, Tyson’s Corner, VA on
May 18-21. Attendees are urged to make their hotel reservations as soon as possible directly through
the PCA, Inc. website. Early-bird convention reservations will be accepted until April 1st. The special
attractions include the private showing of the Smithsonian paperweight collection including over 400
exquisite weights. A catalog has been prepared for
each attendee with 70 color pictures and more black
and white with descriptions. He also announced that
there will be another special convention exhibit of
a group of weight belonging to an anonymous collector. These include several weights priced over
$100,000 and very rare pieces that will probably
never be seen again as they will be leaving the country immediately after the convention. On Wednesday
there will be a bus tour of Washington, on Thursday
and Saturday are speakers and the Dealer’s Fair, on
Friday is the Smithsonian exhibit, and of course Saturday evening is the banquet. The Dealer’s Fair will
be open to the public on Saturday afternoon. Check
the PCA website for further updates.

Damon MacNaught

The New England PCA Chapter will be holding a
special celebration for their 35th Anniversary next
fall. Rick and Melissa Ayotte will be providing us
with more information on when and where it will be.
It would be a great chance for a road trip and an opportunity to meet other paperweight lovers!
MORNING SPEAKER
Our visiting artist Damon MacNaught, whose interesting profile by Alan Thornton was in the January
Newsletter, presented our morning program. As a
teacher of Art Foundations at the Art Institute Tennessee-Nashville, MacNaught emphasized the rewarding experience of working with his students and how
much he has learned and continues to learn from
them. He emphasized the importance of craft workers and the values he learned through the repetition
of skills. An example was his creation of a weight
for each of the 450 workers at his university called
the Black Sphere Project which took him more than
Two paperweights by Damon MacNaught

4

Harvey and Doris Robinson

WANTED

Fine Contemporary and Antique Paperweights
at Special Discount Prices!!
(Paperweight shown Boston & Sandwich
Red Poinsettia. Call for price.)
Website: www.robinsonpaperweights.com
E-mail: robinsonpaperweights@gmail.com
Phone: (617) 928-5432 Toll Free: (800) 472-9003

DORFLINGER GLASS PAPERWEIGHTS
Will send or email pictures for comparison.
Contact: FRANK H. GARDNER
631 Susquehanna Street Forest City, PA 18421
Tel: (570) 785-3621 Email: fgardner@nep.net

WILLIAM PITT

LEO KAPLAN LTD.

Visit my website for the largest online selection
of contemporary & antique paperweights at
competitive prices.
www.wpitt.com Email: wpitt@aol.com
16 Sconticut Neck Road #312 • Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-993-9434

For the finest antique and contemporary paperweights
Now located at 114 East 57th Street
New York, NY 10022
Tel: (212) 355-7212 Fax: (212) 355-7209
Email: leokaplan@mindspring.com

ADVERTISE HERE!

ADVERTISE HERE!

Contact us for more information.

Contact us for more information.

a year. He also undertook a run of 750 weights with
a friend that he hoped to sell on QVC – still available
for purchase! He has experimented with metal fabrication and glass sculpture – his largest a trumpet
sphere of 2 to 3 feet. MacNaught says he is “still exploring his direction and technique, seeking for perfection”. He illustrated his talk with a wonderful slide
show of his works and studio. He had examples of
his work for sale – both weights and vases.

auctioneer and Toby Kruger was the lucky winner.
The auction generated $325.00 for our treasury.
We appreciate the generous gift from Melissa.
AFTERNOON SPEAKERS
Our afternoon speakers were the father-daughter
team, Rick and Melissa Ayotte from New Hampshire. Their studio is located in rural New Boston,
20 miles west of Manchester, surrounded by beautiful hills, streams – which Rick loves to fish – and
apple orchards. Their art reflects the beauty of the
natural environment and much study has gone into
creation of every blossom, bird and bug. Slides of
their studio show a work area filled with files, collections of examples of “how-to lampwork pieces” and
bookcases filled with books on nature as well as the
usual glass making paraphernalia. Rick says that
after 38 years of doing paperweights it has been a
“voyage that becomes a life style –a never ending
quest for something different”.

LUNCH and RAFFLE
After a delicious luncheon of Chicken Maryland or
Veal Parmesan we had our raffle – with 19 donated
gifts to choose from. A reminder was made that we
can always use donations for our raffle table. We
raised $202.00. We were also encouraged to check
out the materials from our library. Members are encouraged to bring in paperweight related materials
to sell or share and also to submit articles for the
newsletter on recent finds, collecting, cataloging or
displaying techniques, or stories relating to paperweight adventures.

Melissa charmed us with her descriptions of falling
in love with this “enticing medium”. She has a background in Psychology and came back to her Dad’s
studio. Her inspiration was the environment – “life

Melissa Ayotte graciously donated a beautiful paperweight to be auctioned off. Ken Brown presided as
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as a bug”!!, with a focus on color and detail – the
marriage of science and art. She has been making
a new approach to seeing within glass in her multileveled cairns.
We will of course enjoy seeing much more of the
Ayottes and their work.
The meeting was drawn to a close with a reminded
by President Toby Kruger of the spring meeting on
Saturday April 16th. She encouraged us to take a
last look at the artist and dealer exhibits before we
left.

Respectfully submitted,
Jill Bauersfeld, Secretary
DVPCA
A paperweight by Rick Ayotte

Clara and Rick Ayotte

Closeup of a paperweight by Melissa Ayotte
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Meet New member Audrey Smit

this was going to be my major purchase in starting a
serious collection. My heart was pounding because
I had never spent that kind of money on something
that wasn’t completely necessary in my life. Over the
years I went to flee markets and auctions and purchased paperweights when available. None compared in price with the Josh Simpson, but I found I
loved each paperweight and price had nothing to do
with it.

My name is Audrey Smit and I am a re- new member of the Delaware Valley Paperweight Collectors.
I was a member years ago and then I got busy and
dropped my membership but now am able to be a
part of the club again. My paperweight collecting
started in the 80’s. My husband and I were at an art
show and there was a glass artist there with beautiful glass. His name was Berger and he had paperweight eggs with purple lilies w/bubbles and green
swirls. The color combination was beautiful and fit
right in with my decor. So I bought one. I wasn’t
thinking about collecting anything!!! Then while vacationing in California, I saw an Eickholt egg that was
clear with symmetrical bubbles in a gallery. It was
setting on a windowsill with the sunlight on it and it
was beautiful!! So I bought it. Still not collecting!!!
The one paperweight that started my collecting was
found on a trip to Wisconsin where we stopped at a
gallery that was featuring Josh Simpson’s work. I
had never heard of Josh Simpson, but I was “wowed”
by what I saw. When they realized I was serious
about purchasing one of his paperweights, they took
me upstairs to see the whole collection that he had
sent that wasn’t on the main floor. I was awestruck
by the beauty of his work and that is when I decided

By the time I met George Kamm and saw the variety
of paperweights he offered and was introduced to
the antique paperweights. The prices for the antique
ones were well out of my budget and that is why I am
compelled to write this story. It is for the collectors
who also find they love paperweights but can’t afford
the “cream of the crop”.
For me, when Perthshire, Caithness, and Selkirk
went out of business, we lost some wonderful paperweights that were very well made at an affordable price. I like the contemporary paperweights
and am still looking for the quality and choices today
that were available from those factories. I had the
opportunity to find some exciting glass artists that
are doing paperweights along with other glass art
when I owned Glass Accents, etc. I don’t know how

A paperweight by Damon MacNaught

David Graeber
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we can get their work to the paperweight collectors.
It seems that if an artist isn’t solely limiting their art
to paperweights, the paperweight world is not recognizing them. Maybe it is just because they are not
aware of their work.

tors to see all the new things available. One way
to do that is to change the idea that a dealer has
to represent an artist. We could have a New Artist Invitational program where we contact the glass
artists and invite him to send two or three of their
paperweights to show and sell along with a bio so
we can introduce them and their work. This doesn’t
have to change our meetings from the way they are
now but maybe just once a year we could have a
special program to introduce the work of unknown
artists out there. Because of my background owning an art glass store, I have seen a lot of new work
that is not getting the recognition that it should and
the artist stops making paperweights if he isn’t selling them the way he is selling his other work. Not
every artist can make a trip to talk and show what
they are doing but they would be happy to send work
on consignment to sell to interested collectors. May
be this is something to think about in the future for
paperweight collecting.

I realize some collectors only want the best that is offered, but not everyone can afford that life style and
we are losing people who want to collect but they
think they cannot afford to belong to a club that only
highlights that work. There are a number of glass
artists whose paperweights are well under $400.00
but it is only part of their glass art. How can we expose these artists to the collectors to broaden the
choices of price ranges to collectors? Many collectors started collecting a long time ago when there
were lots of choices of vintage and antique paperweights at affordable prices. Then the contemporary paperweights started being made and they too
offered affordable choices because they were new
to the market. Now it seems the art glass world is
exploding and paperweights are only a small part of
what is being made. More and more we see the art
of the paperweight artist becoming harder for them
to maintain in this small niche.

I am so happy to be a part of the paperweight collecting community and really want it to become a major
part of the glass collecting throughout the world.

We may have to rethink how we expose our collec-

Anne Brown & Bart Sutton

Two paperweights by Rick Ayotte

8

The Scramble

Calendar:

April 16, 2011

Advance Meeting Dates & Guests
May 18 - 21
Washington, DC

Thanks to the members who donated raffle prizes
again and a special thanks to Melissa Ayotte for
donating a paperweight for auctioning at the last
meeting. Between the raffle and auction we raised
$527.00 to help cover the costs of our meetings.

-

PCA

Convention

in

July 16-17, 2011 - Guest Artist Daniel Salazar
from Davenport, CA will speak about his work.
Guest Artist Clinton Smith from Berkshire
County, MA will speak about his work. Afterwards
the group will caravan to the home of a member
for the annual Summer Catered Garden Party.

Word was received in March of the passing of
DVPCA member Ray Fulmer in Sebring, Florida.
Although he resided locally in Quakertown, PA his
obituary says that he has wintered in Florida since
2006. Members may not remember Ray as he first
joined DVPCA in 2009 only attended one meeting in
October 2009.

Sunday Event: To Be Announced
Guest Dealer: William Pitt from Fairhaven, MA
October 15, 2011 – guest Artist Chris Sherwin
from Bellows Falls, VT will speak about his
work. Also “Acquired at Convention”, a Show
And Tell by members who attended Convention
of their acquisitions.

The PCA, Inc. bi-annual Convention is fast approaching in the Washington, DC area. It is actually being held at the Tyson’s Corner Hilton Hotel
in Tyson’s Corner, Virginia. The dates are May 18
– 21, the weekend before Memorial Day Weekend.
If you have attended previous conventions there is
a request for volunteers to be “Mentors” to first-timers. If you are a first-timer you can look forward to
having a guide to the many events on the schedule.
Volunteers are asked to contact Debbie Zonies at
dzonies@earthlink.net. Conventions details can be
found at www.paperweight.org or ask any DVPCA
officers at the meeting.

Guest Dealer: Ben Drabeck from Shutesbury, MA
January 28, 2012 - To be announced
April 21, 2012 - To be announced
July 21-22, 2012 - To be announced
October 20, 2012 - To be announced
ALL SATURDAY MEETINGS AT
WILLIAMSON’S RESTAURANT, HORSHAM, PA.
SAVE THESE DATES AND PLAN TO ATTEND!!

Also there are 3 official Convention paperweights
being offered. All are themed in red, white and blue
colors to reflect our nation’s capital and are being
issued in limited editions of 50 each. The first by
Virginia Wilson-Toccalino is a red, white and blue
crown with center cane including the Smithsonian
logo and PCA 2011. The second by Ken Rosenfeld
is a bouquet of white roses tied with a red, white
and blue ribbon and a signature cane “R” and “PCA
2011”. The third by John Deacons is a red & white
crown overlay of a cobalt blue ground with 50 white
stars canes. Photos and order forms will be available at the meeting for anyone who is interested.

A vase by Damon MacNaught
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Spring Meeting Announcement

Luncheon Reservations

April 16, 2011

April 16, 2011

At Williamson Restaurant, 500 Blair Mill Road
(Route 611/Easton Road at Blair Mill Road)
Horsham, PA
Located two traffic lights north of PA Turnpike Exit
343 (Old Exit 27/Doylestown/Willow Grove)
Telephone (215) 675-5454

Choices @ $20.00 each
______ Number attending
______ (No.) Sauteed Breast of Chicken
White Wine Sauce
______ (No.) Baked Tilapia,
Fruited Salsa

10:00 AM Paperweight Fair with Guest Dealer
Jim Lefever from Manheim, PA and
Guest Artist Virginia Wilson-Toccalino
and Tony Toccalino.

______ $ Luncheon Total

11:00 AM Jim Lefever will present a program
on Pennsylvania paperweights by
James Adair and more.

Names_________________________________
_______________________________________

12 NOON Lunch – Sale of Raffle Tickets
1:00 PM

1:30 PM

Please mail this tear off slip with your selectons
and check to:

Business Meeting:
Announcements, reports from floor,
raffle, etc.

DVPCA, c/o Don Formigli, Treasurer
455 Stonybrook Dr., Levittown, PA 19055

Guest Speakers Virginia
Wilson-Toccalino and Tony
Toccalino. See the biography
included elsewhere in this newsletter
taken from the PCA web site.
Members are encouraged to bring
weights from their collections by
Virginia.

NO LATER THAN APRIL 11, 2011!!

2:30 PM Paperweight Fair continues

Miriam Ewing

Rick Ayotte
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PHOTO TIME!

Melissa Ayotte, Toby Kruger, Damon MacNaught, Rick & Clara Ayotte

Visitors from MD-DC-VA PCA

Judy Cooper & Nancy Kenna
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Address Service Requested

5 Johnson Lane
Voorhees, NJ 08043-4123
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• Other Articles: A Historical Note, Meet New
DVPCA Members
• Minutes: Winter Meeting, January 29th, 2010
• THE SCRAMBLE/CALENDAR
• Announcement: Spring Meeting, April 16, 2010
• Dated Reservations Tear-Off Slip
• Seven (7) Business Ads

Graeber Art Glass

INTERNATIONAL PAPERWEIGHT
SOCIETY FOUNDATION

David J. Graeber

Nancy Alfano
Executive Director
www.IPSFoundation.com
IPSF@paperweight.com 312.419.0403

437 East Emerald Ave.
Westmont, NJ 08108
Phone: 856-428-6160
david@davidgraeber.com

ROGER JACOBSEN

ADVERTISE HERE!

Paperweights of Quality
P.O. Box 489
Sandwich, MA 02563
508-888-7591
(May-October)

Contact us for more information.

10310 Lynnhaven Ave.
Lubbock, TX 79423
806-368-6686
(November-April)

ADVERTISE HERE!

ADVERTISE HERE!

Contact us for more information.

Contact us for more information.
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