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ALL IN THE FAMILY
(Of Glassworkers)

by John D. Hawley
The theme for Paperweight Fest 2016 is “All in the Family,” a 
celebration of the many families of paperweight makers that 
have contributed so much to our hobby over the years. The 
honor of the first glassworker family involved in the making of 
paperweights in America falls upon the brothers Francois and 
Nicolas Lutz [Figures 1 & 2], French immigrants who worked 
for the Dorflinger, New England, and Boston and Sandwich 
Glass Companies in the mid to late 19th century. Both 
Francois and Nicolas had apprenticeships at the Cristalleries 
de Saint Louis in the 1840s, but it was the former who served 
and became friends with Christian Dorflinger, a well known 
pioneer of American glassmaking who left for America 
around 1850. When he needed help at his glassworks, he 
invited Francois Lutz to join him. Francois brought his brother 
Nicolas and five other glassworkers from France to work 
at the Dorflinger factories in Brooklyn, NY and White Mills, 
PA. While at White Mills, the brothers made glass bottles 
with stoppers containing lampwork flowers [Figure 3] which 
eventually became the prime motif in Sandwich paperweights. 
It was there that Nicolas first made his trademark “Lutz rose” 
cane [Figure 4] which later appeared in his paperweights. 

Although some historians believe that Francois was the better 
glassworker of the two brothers, little is documented about 
his work. Nicolas, on the other hand, became the most well 
known and famous of the brothers, thanks to his work at the 
Boston & Sandwich Glass Company in Sandwich, MA. Like 
many glassworkers of that era, Nicolas traveled from factory 
to factory, searching for better wages. He left Dorflinger and 
joined the New England Glass Company in late 1869 or 
early 1870, staying there for only about a year. In that short 
time, it is believed that he made paperweights and other 
glassware. Around September, 1871 he became head gaffer 
at Sandwich. Francois joined his brother at Sandwich in the 
early 1870s, but his life was cut short at 39 years in 1874.

It is likely that the manufacture of paperweights at Boston & 
Sandwich fell to Nicolas because of his prior experience at St. 
Louis where he undoubtedly learned the basic techniques of 
paperweight making. Most of the paperweights that he made 
at Sandwich were simple flowers, either poinsettias [Figure 5] 

or fantasy flowers that we now call “weedflowers” [Figure 6]. 
The simplicity of his paperweight designs may be due to his 
management’s desire for inexpensive, mass produced items 
(they sold for $7.50/dozen or about 62 cents apiece). Simple 
or not, today his pieces are highly collectible. He remained a 
loyal employee to the Boston & Sandwich Glass Company 
through several glassworker strikes in the turbulent 1880s 
until the factory closed in 1888. Lutz then worked at the Mt. 
Washington Glass Works and then the Union Glass Company 
in Somerville, MA until his death in 1906.

2015 DUES ARE STILL ONLY $25.
PLEASE PAY NOW

IF YOU HAVE NOT DONE SO.

Figure 6

Figure 5

Figure 4

Figure 3

Figure 2

Figure 1
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DVPCA Fall Meeting
Review of Events
October 18, 2014
WELCOME
The Fall meeting of the Delaware Valley Paperweight 
Collector’s Association was held on Saturday, October 
18, 2014 at Williamson’s Restaurant in Horsham, 
Pennsylvania. President Toby Hawley greeted the 45 
members and guests in attendance including our guest 
dealer, Ben Drabeck from Shutesbury, Massachusetts and 
our guest artist Charles Kaziun III.

MORNING PROGRAM

With us today were Gay and Barry Taylor to tell a “Tale 
of 101 Kaziun Weights” and how they were acquired by 
WheatonArts in 1974. With slides and witty commentary 
with so much history at Wheaton between them led us 
through the history of how Wheaton Village came to be 
what we know it today. Hard to believe that the current 
Stained Glass Studio was the original glass studio and the 
original Arthur Gorham Paperweight Shop was in what is 
today the Administration Building. The 1800s appearing 
village has a quiet charm that gives visitors an escape from 
todays hustle and bustle. 

Homer Perkins – a past president of PCA(1991-95) – ran 
Stanley Home Products (Fuller Brush). He had a large 
collection of Kaziun and French paperweights. He wanted 
to sell some of the collection to Wheaton Village and needed 
to have them appraised. Barry Taylor asked Ray Banford 
to go with him to visit Perkins at his plant. Barry related a 
hilarious tale of how he got Ray who disliked flying up and 
back with their briefcases full of weights. Many of these 
weights can be viewed in the American Glass Museum at 
WheatonArts today.

When Gay and Barry finished their presentation, Ben 
Drabeck introduced Charles Kazium III and talked about 
how Charles III starting working in his father’s shop 
beginning when he was in 5th grade. Kaziun Jr is credited 
with bringing the art of the paperweight back to life without 
any formal training or support. He made most of his own 
equipment and tools such as crimps and and torches from 
coffee cans that used white alcohol as a fuel.  He is also 
credited with designing the modern torch. Ben started 
showing us over two hundred slides of Kazium weights 
reviewing the vast variety, artistry and techniques that Jr. 
showed. We paused for lunch, our business meeting, and 
raffle.

LUNCH AND RAFFLE – Luncheon had three delightful 
choices: roast turkey, roast loin of pork or pasta primavera 
– hope you all had a delicious repast. 

A reminder to all members – most of the raffle prizes are 
provided by the members so do go through your attics 
and collections and bring a treasure or two to pass on for 
someone else’s enjoyment!

BUSINESS MEETING

OLD BUSINESS

President Hawley thanked the Outgoing Vice President 
Jim Lefever and Recording Secretary Jill Bauersfeld for 
their contribution to the success of the DVPCA during their 
term. 

The Planning for Paperweight Fest 2016 has begun. There 
are so many good ideas that we need to prioritize. The 
next planning meeting will be held on Tuesday December 
7, 2014 at the President’s house in Voorhees, New Jersey. 
The co-chairs are John Hawley and Jim Lefever. The Fest 
will be the weekend after Mother’s Day, May 12-14, 2016.

“Celebrate the Paperweight Weekend” sponsored by LH 
Selman and Glass Paperweight Foundation was held 
September 25-27 in the beautiful city of Chicago. The 
Hawleys and Don Formigli were among the attendees 
and felt the best treat was the bus trip to Neenah and the 
Bergstrom-Mahler Glass Museum. They also said the new 
conference room dedicated to Mabel McClanahan was a 
stunner.

NEW BUSINESS

The PCA Convention will be held in Tacoma, Washington 
on April 29-May2, 2015 at the Hotel Murano. Phil Edelman 
thanked his Board of Directors for the hard work they have 
done to make this a memorable convention. He said there 
will be a special exhibit of 125 Parabelle paperweights and 
a speaker on the subject at the convention. Kelsey Murphy 
from West Virginia will also speak on his art of glass cameo. 
PCA is reaching out to the other glass communities to 
participate and visit during the convention. Check the next 
PCA newsletter for more surprises. Visit the Tacoma Glass 
Museum where there will be demonstrations by artists. 
Dante Marioni has agreed to do a collaborative weight with 
one of the PCA registered artists that will then be auctioned 
off at the convention. Instead of just a dealers fair there 
will be a paperweight art expo with a lecture in hopes of 
attracting new people. There will also be a pre-convention 
tour of the Chihuly Garden and Glass in Seattle. More 
information coming soon with hopefully more prices and 
applications early in the new year. Phil said he just locked 
in flight reservations from New York to Tacoma at $340 
round trip. He says that you can get hotel information on 
the PCA website.

Our next meeting will be held on January 31, 2015 with 
guest artist Melissa Ayotte and guest dealer Leo Kaplan, 
Inc.

Our spring meeting is being changed to Saturday April 18th 
in order to have dealers, artists, and members planning 
on attending the PCA convention sufficient time between 
events.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Jill Bauersfeld introduced the 
slate of new officers:
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President:   Toby Hawley
Co-Vice Presidents  Lee Arnold/Neal Demp
Recording Secretary  Gail Munz
Corresponding Secretary Sue Sutton
Treasurer   Don Formigli

A motion was made and seconded to accept the slate of 
officers by acclamation. The membership voted in favor 
and the new officers will begin their terms at the winter 
meeting in January.

AFTERNOON PROGRAM

Our guest dealer, Ben Drabeck, and our guest artist 
Charles Kaziun III resumed their slide show and discussion 
of Charles Kaziun Jr.’s vast variety of weights, buttons, and 
bottles. If it could be done he tried it at least once. He loved 
miniatures, not because he was “lazy” but because he 
could try more variations. He made many pedestals with 
a wide variety of flower from roses, daffodils, mums, and 
of course his lilies. He ordered his famous gold bees from 
Switzerland and he went to Pierpoint and Otto Banks to 
have his overlays cut. He did millefiori beginning in the late 
1950s with designs becoming more difficult and complex 
as the years went on.

Ben and Charles III combined to give us a unique look 
into the career of what some call an authentic genius in 
glass. They worked together on a book about Kaziun and 
his work. As Ben put it, “(Kaziun Jr.) excelled in almost 
every paperweight type and produced a body of work that 
is astounding in its range and in its beauty.

CLOSING REMARKS

President Hawley closed with a reminder to make sure to 
look at the member’s exhibit of their Kaziun weights as well 
as the dealer and member tables.

Respectfully submitted
Jill Bauersfeld, Outgoing Recording Secretary

Rosalyn Heith, Pat Ackerman, Diane 
Atkerson, Charlotte Taylor

& Anne Brown

DVPCA officers Don Formigli, Gail Munz, 
Sue Sutton, Toby Hawley, Lee Arnold

& Neil Demp

Ben Drabeck & Charles Kaziun III 
giving Fall Meeting program

Raffle prizes Ornaments by Charles 
Kaziun III

Nancy & Andrew Scott

Kenneth & Mary Izzo

Ben Drabeck

Barry Taylor speaking on ‘101 
Kaziun Paperweights’

Gay Taylor speaking
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Native American Glass Artists
by Lee Arnold

Native American artists, and specifically the Southwest 
Indians (Pueblos and Navajos), are known for their 
ceramic pottery, fetish [as in mystical charms, not the 
kinky definition], stone carvings, and textiles. Rarely 
does glass come to mind when thinking about American 
Indian art (irrespective of the area of the country or 
a specific tribe). It was with great joy, therefore, that 
while in the gift shop of the Museum of Indian Arts & 
Culture (in Santa Fé) that I found a glass paperweight 
(see image) by Robert “Spooner” Marcus, a glass 
artist from the New Mexican San Juan Pueblo (now 
known by its Tewa language name of Ohkay Owingeh 
Pueblo). 

The blue paperweight is in the form of a turtle. According 
to Native American legend, the turtle “has always been 
esteemed because 
it carries its home 
on its back and 
goes with the 
flow of the river, 
not against it. In 
some mythologies, 
the first North 
A m e r i c a n s 
envisioned the 
continent as a 
turtle because it 
was surrounded 
by water. Turtle reminds us to respect Mother Earth.” 
Rather than the traditional carved stone fetish, Roberto 
Marcus expresses his culture in the medium of glass. 
In traditional pottery from that area, one often finds 
pots and vases made with micacious clay. Marcus tries 
to replicate the look and feel of this phenomenon in 
his glass. From one of his biographies he states: “The 
combination of shapes and colors are consistently 

evolving and 
experimentation 
is the driving 
force behind 
my work.” He 
wants to bring his 
excitement and 
commitment as 
a glass artist to 
the youth of his 
pueblo.

This paperweight 
was actually the second piece of Native American 
glass I picked up in Santa Fé over the years. In 2010 I 

found a beautiful stylized bear by Tony Jojola (of New 
Mexico’s Isleta Pueblo). According to Wright’s Indian 
Art gallery in Albuquerque, Jojola is “…one of a handful 
of Native American glass artists, Tony is best known for 
the exacting craft of hot-blown glass. He began making 
pottery as a young boy, inspired by his grandfather 
who was also a silversmith and woodcarver. When 
Tony enrolled in the Institute of American Indian Arts, 
he had his first encounter with molten glass and fell in 
love with its fluidity and permanence.” He later studied 
at Maine’s Haystack Mountain School of Crafts and 
then apprenticed with Dale Chihuly. Like Roberto 
Marcus, Jojola gives back to his pueblo by working 
with at-risk youth.

So, if you find a piece of Native American-made art 
glass, paperweight or not, I would suggest grabbing 
it. It is a rare find and, more importantly, a pleasure to 
own

Turtle

Bear

Mass Glass Musings
by John D. Hawley

We conclude our series on New England Glass 
Company silhouette canes with two rarely found 
designs. The first, a bust of Queen Victoria [Figure 1], 
has been spotted in only one paperweight, a scramble. 
The design is similar to that used by Bacchus (England) 
and Gillinder (Philadelphia). William Gillinder did 
work at NEGC for a short period, so he might have 
brought this cane with him from Bacchus and one day 
decided to place it in a weight, perhaps to see if it was 
compatible with American glass.

The second rarity is the man on a horse silhouette. So 
far two designs have surfaced. The first [Figure 2] is 
nicely formed, and it appears that the man is waving 
a tricorn hat. This leads to the speculation that it is 
Paul Revere. Others think it is Ichabod Crane (but 
not the headless horseman) from Washington Irving’s 
short story The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Another 
version of this cane is more of a stick figure [Figure 3], 
but that doesn’t make it less desirable. How rare are 
these canes? I have seen only four in my 42 years of 
collecting.

Figure 3Figure 2Figure 1

 DVPCA 
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Recent Paperweight Auction of a Private 
Collection
There was some membership interest in the 
December paperweight auction by an auction house 
in Harrisonburg, VA. The auction was discovered by 
Diane Atkerson and we publicized it by email to all our 
membership. Paperweight lots totaled 130 plus a few 
more of art glass. The paperweights were all listed 
as from a private collection and were mostly works 
by first rate artists and factories. Ken Rosenfeld was 
represented with 11 weights the most of any artist. 
The counts below that were Bob Banford -10, Chris 
Buzzini -10, Pershire -10, Saint Louis -9, Baccarat -8 
and Charles Kaziun Jr. -7. 

The prices realized were mostly very reasonable and 
many were great bargains compared to recent prices. 
The top price of $1380 was paid for each of two lots, a 
1983 Rick Ayotte bluebird and a 1996 St. Louis floral 
mushroom with a double overlay. Other top prices 
were $1,265 for a 1992 Rosenfeld floral, $1,150 for a 
1989 Parsley white dogwood on a blue ground, $1,150 
for a Debbie Tarsitano floral magnum engraved by 
Max Erlacher and a 1997 Saint Louis floral magnum in 
a lattacinio basket. All prices shown include the 15% 
buyer’s premium (if paid by check).

There were six responses from DVPCA members to 
our survey after the auction who revealed that they 
participated. And four of the six were successful 
bidders on at least some of their bids. All successful 
bidders please bring in your weights to the January 
meeting.

The entire collection may still be viewed on this web 
site: http://jeffreysevans.auctionflex.com/showlots.ap
?co=45242&weid=50379&weiid=0&archive=y&lso=lot
numasc&pagenum=1&lang=En

A Pre-Marathon Marathon
by Gail Munz

Saturday, November 1, 2014 arrived with plenty of 
rain, wind and all around lousy weather. Although the 
elements did their best to keep most people at home, 
quite a few of us attended the NY-NJ Paperweight Club’s 
annual meeting at Leo G. Kaplan’s establishment in 
Manhattan.

The event was hosted by Susie and Alan who 
generously provided a wonderful lunch of scrumptious 
sandwiches, soda, cookies and various side salads. 

Phil Edelman was present and we enjoyed our 
conversation with him.

The artists in attendance included David Graeber, 
Gordon Smith and Rick Ayotte and his lovely wife. 
They all brought some wonderful examples of their 
work and their displays were marvelous.

Though the day was dark outside, the lights in Kaplan’s 
gallery surrounded us with warmth and illuminated the 
shelves and shelves of treasures. 

It’s always nice to attend these events. It provides us 
with the opportunity to see and speak with the artists 
and that’s always a pleasure. It was delighful to see 
some of the members of the NY club, some of whom 
also belong to the DVPCA. 

David shared a video with us that illustrated just how 
he creates his weights. It was very interesting to see 
his technique and watch as he went through the steps 
to make a weight. 

Gordon brought some of his weights and we admired 
his tarantula. It really is a work of art!

The time passed quickly as it always does when we 
are having fun. We were very glad that we attended 
this event. Everyone had a great time.

A special thank you to Deb for setting up the event and 
to Susie and Alan for their generous luncheon.

Lending Library News Book Sale
Diane Atkerson

Yes, A BOOK SALE!!! There is going to be a book 
sale to downsize the many library books we have that 
rarely, if ever, are borrowed. At the present there are 5 
boxes of library books. They will be reasonably priced, 
so take advantage of this sale to add to your own 
paperweight reference book library. This is also a way 
to add some funds to the club treasury. The sale will 
continue a few at a time over several meetings.

If you desire to purchase any, please let me (Diane) 
know and give your check or cash to our treasurer, 
Don Formigli.

 DVPCA 

Happy 2015
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Paperweight Fest 2016 Update
A meeting of the Paperweight Fest 2016 Committee was held December 7 at the home of John and Toby Hawley. 
Other attendees as pictured Gordon Smith, David Graeber, Gay LeCleire, Jim Lefever, Boyd England, Toby, and 
Andy Dohan.

The Fest will be held May 12-14, 
2016. The overall theme will be “A 
Family Affair,” honoring one of the 
many paperweight making families we 
have known and loved over the years. 
You will also be encouraged to bring 
members of your family to the Saturday 
dealer fair so they can learn more about 
our fascinating hobby. It will follow the 
basic format of prior Fests with make 
your own opportunities and openings 
of the artist and dealer fairs on the 
first day and evening, presentations, 
demonstrations, and the dealer fair on 
the following two days, and a concluding 
banquet on Saturday evening.

Stay tuned as more details of the 
program are developed. You won’t want 
to miss this one, so save the date!

Fest Meeting 12-07-14
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SAVE THESE DATES AND PLAN TO ATTEND!

April 18, 2015: Spring Meeting
Guest Dealer: Jim Lefever
Guest Artist: TBA

April 29 - May 2, 2015: Paperweight Collectors 
Association 2015 Convention in Tacoma, WA.

July 18, 2015: Summer Meeting and Garden Party
Guest Dealer: William Pitt from Englewood, FL
Guest Artist: TBA

October 17, 2015: Fall Meeting
Guest Dealer: Ben Drabeck from Shutesbury, MA
Guest Artist: TBA

May 12 - 14, 2016: Paperweight Fest at Wheaton Arts

All Saturday Meetings at:
WILLIAMSOM’S RESTAURANT, HORSHAM, PA

CALENDAR
Advance Meeting Dates, Guests and Related Events

The Scramble
As of January 1st only a little more than half of our 
membership has paid their dues for 2015. Thank you 
for all who have renewed and if you have not yet done 
so PLEASE do it today. Your dues help pay for these 
newsletters and also helps pay for our meeting room 
at Williamsons which the price we charge for lunches 
does not completely cover. 

Note the changed date for our Spring Meeting. The 
date has been moved one week earlier to April 18.

Former long time DVPCA member Bert Cohen 
passed away on December 21 in Florida. He will be 
remembered by some as “Marble Bert”. He was from 
Chestnut Hill, MA. 

From time to time members have brought weights to 
our meeting to show but not for sale. To expand on 
this concept we will set aside a section specifically for 
“New Purchases” to show off at our future meetings. 
We encourage you to bring your new weights to share 
with everyone. 

Our morning program for the Winter meeting will 
feature member’s paperweights by Melissa Ayotte. 
Please bring the weights from your collections to share 
during the program.

 DVPCA 
Winter Meeting Announcement
Saturday, January 31, 2015 
At Williamson Restaurant, 200 Blair Mill Road (Route 
611/Easton Road at Blair Mill Road) Horsham, PA. 

Located two traffic lights north of PA. Turnpike Exit 
343 (Doylestown/Willow Grove).

Telephone (215) 675-5454

9:00 AM Dealers and Artists setup

10:00 AM Paperweight Fair with Guest Dealer 
Dealer Leo Kaplan from New York City 
and Guest Artist Melissa Ayotte from New 
Boston, NH.

11:00 AM Display and discussion of Melissa 
Ayotte paperweights from members 
personal collections. Picture Show: 
Chihuly San Francisco 2008

12 Noon Lunch – Sale of raffle tickets. 

1:00 PM Business Meeting: Announcements, 
reports from floor, raffle, etc. 

1:30 PM Guest Artist Melissa Ayotte will speak.

2:30 PM Paperweight Fair Continues
NO LATER THAN January 26, 2015

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS
October 18, 2014

Luncheon Choices @ $20 per person

    (#) Stuffed Breast of Chicken, Bread
                      stuffing, Demi Glaze

    (#) Baked Tilapia, Parmesan Crusted,
                    Herb butter

    (#) Penne Pasta, Vodka Rosa Sauce

$  Luncheon Total

Names 

Please mail this tear off slip with your 
selections and check to:

DVPCA
c/o Don Formigli, Treasurer

455 Stonybrook Drive
Levittown, PA 19055
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w a n t e d
dorflinger glass paperweights

Will send or email pictures for comparison.
Contact: FRANK H. GARDNER

631 Susquehanna Street  Forest City, PA 18421
Tel: (570) 785-3621   Email: fgardner@nep.net

Harvey and Doris Robinson
Fine Contemporary and Antique Paperweights 

at Special Discount Prices!!
(Paperweight shown Boston & Sandwich

Red Poinsettia. Call for price.)
Website: www.robinsonpaperweights.com

E-mail: robinsonpaperweights@gmail.com
Phone: (617) 928-5432 Toll Free: (800) 472-9003

lUNCH AND RAfflE
Williamson’s luncheon presentations were differ-
ent and delicious with a choice of Sautéed Breast 
of Chicken in White Wine Sauce or Baked Tilapia 
with a Fruited Salsa, preceded by soup and followed 
with a sundae.   We followed the meal with our usual 
raffle of prizes donated by our members that brought 
in $110.00

BUsiNEss MEETiNG
President Kruger began the business meeting by 
reading a delightfully written thank you note from 
Sue Sutton.  It has led Toby to appoint Sue as cor-
responding secretary for the chapter.  Her duties will 
be to write thank you notes, letters of sympathy and 
any other needed correspondence.

Toby then announced the 50th Anniversary Celebra-
tion and Exhibit of the work of paperweight artist 
Paul Stankard scheduled from April 1st through May 
8th at Wheaton Arts.  She attended the opening re-
ception and demonstration on Sunday April 3rd as 
did our treasurer Don Formigli.  Stankard is a long 
time New Jersey artist of unique lamp work pieces 
influenced by nature’s bounty.

Our next meeting will be our 19th Annual Garden 
Party Weekend on July 16th and 17th.  The business 
meeting will be held at our usual venue, William-

son Restaurant in Horsham, with two guest artists: 
Daniel Salazar of Davenport, California and Clinton 
Smith from Berkshire County, Massachusetts.  Our 
guest dealer with be William Pitt from Fairhaven, 
Massachusetts.  Following the meeting the group 
will caravan to the home of member Boyd England 
in Doylestown for the annual Summer Catered Gar-
den Party.  Boyd is also a paperweight artist and has 
a studio in his garage.  On Sunday we are planning 
a visit to another artist’s studio, hopefully Paul Stan-
kard’s in New Jersey.

A reminder: Glass Weekend at WheatonArts is be-
ing held from June 10-11, 2011.  Reservations need 
to be in soon.

Jill Bauersfeld gave a brief review of glass found on 
their recent trip to Italy. She and Bill brought back 
two weights, a glass cane and a glass “golfer” clown 
as well as some unique light stands with LED cool 
lights. They also found a good book on Murano, the 
glass island which is available to borrow if anyone 
is planning a trip.  They were only able to visit one 
factory on the island that specialized in chandeliers 
but had a large showroom with gigantic and very ex-
pensive art glass sculptures.  They loved Venice and 
would like to go again to see more of Murano as 
well as the northern lake and mountain part of the 
country.
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