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PCA - A PERFECT CONVENTION AGAIN!

June 2015

company was delightful, and the cafe had many collections
of collectibles. That was entertaining but the museum
and garden were spectacular. The walls were dark and
the installations were all aglow. it was dazzling. It gave
this doubter a new appreciation for the genius of Dale
Chihuly. In the afternoon we went to Pike Place Market
and strolled the four floors of stores. We were impressed
by the beauty of the bouquets of gorgeous flowers and
the flying fish. We returned to the hotel exhausted, but
anxious to get our registration packets and dress for the
evening.

This year PCA chose Tacoma, Washington as the location
for its convention held from April 28 - May 2, 2015. It was
not popular for all of the members, but I thought it was a
great idea. The city, the hotel, the people were welcoming
and the weather was fine. John and I arrived on Sunday
night ( Monday our time ) and stayed at a Hilton at the
airport. The next morning the shuttle brought us from the
airport to Tacoma. We saw our first sighting of Mt.Rainier,
not always visible through the fog, and we knew we
weren’t in New Jersey any more. The Murano Hotel was

The exhibit center for the convention was in its own
building, just outside the hotel and all the events were
there starting with the Artists’ Fair. The following artists
were there to display his/her new works: Rick and Melissa
Ayotte, Jim Brown, Drew Ebelhare and Sue Fox, David
Graeber, Eric Hansen, Damon MacNaught, Kelsey
Murphy, Cathy and Colin Richardson, Ken Rosenfeld,
Alison Ruzsa, Daniel Salazar, Chris Sherwin, Gordon
Smith, and Mayauel Ward. After some refreshments,
everyone went inside to the Dealers’ Fair. Oh what a good
time I had! There was something for everyone and a lot
for some. The event lasted until 11:00, that was 2:00 a.m.
east coast time, but no one complained.

Mt. Rainier from the Hotel

On Thursday morning, PCA President Phil Edelman
welcomed the attendees and the informative presentations
followed. Carl Carter’s was “Gary and Doris Scrutton—
Parabelle Glass, a Tribute.” There was also a special
Parabelle paperweight exhibit in the Dealers Fair. Next,
Kelsey Murphy explained her paperweight technique in
“What a Relief—the Magic of an Outie Paperweight.”
(She will be one of our guest artists at our July meeting.)
Alan Thornton’s talk was titled “Whitefriars 101.” A buffet
lunch followed. After lunch, Jan Smith explained “The
Italian Influence” on paperweight techniques. A lively
Artists Panel was moderated by Cathy Richardson. The
topic was Paperweight Collaboration and the artists were:
Melissa Ayotte, Andrew Najarian, Colin Richardson,
and Chris Sherwin. Dinner was on your own—and large
groups descended on local restaurants. The Dealers’ Fair
was open from 7:00 until 10:00.

beautiful with glass art at every turn—each of the 25 floors
was dedicated to a different glass artist. In the lobby and
at every venue, there were sculptures and 2-D artwork.
Because John is on the PCA Board, his experiences were
slightly different the mine, having duties in preparation for
the onslaught of attendees. This is my story.
On Wednesday, two buses took attendees to Seattle with
two stops, one at the Space Needle which had The Chihuly
Museum and Garden , and Pike Place Market which had
shops and more shops. My bus mate Donna Brightbill and
I stopped at the Space Needle Shop (I always stop at the
shop first) and did not venture to the top, as many DVPCA
members did. We went to the Chihuly store, where Joyce
Elder invited us to lunch in the cafe with her and Art.
We accepted the invitation. The food was delicious, the
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Friday, the presentations continued in the morning, but
the afternoon session consisted of demonstrations in the
Hot Shop at the Tacoma Museum of Glass. John (Hawley)
started the morning with “Treasures From Trash—The
American Scramble.” This was followed by Art Elder’s “
Antique Miniature Paperweights.” The final speaker of the
morning was Dante Marioni who presented “A Northwest
Glass Artist.” Shuttle buses took everyone to the Museum
of Glass, an interesting and overwhelming sight to
behold. On the way is a pedestrian bridge with dozens
of Chihuly sculptures on both sides and above. Among
the artists participating in the Hot Shop demonstrations,
alone and in groups were: Mayauel Ward, Dante Marioni,
Damon MacNaught and David Graeber, Michael Hunter
and Colin Richardson. The pieces that were created were
to be auctioned off on Saturday. Dinner was again on
your own. We dined with Gary and Bonnie Geiger, Kirk
and Glenda Grunder, Elliott and Roz Heith, and Bob and
Nancy Straub. The Straubs live in this area now, but still
miss DVPCA. The Dealers’ Fair was open from 7:00 until
9:00. This was the last chance to buy before the public
was invited in on Saturday.

Bodine, Donna Brightbill Pam and Rob Campe, Don
Formigli, Bonnie and Gary Geiger, David and Sandy
Graeber, John and Toby Hawley, Elliott and Roz Heith,
Len Kornit, Jim Lefever, Bill Pitt, Gordon Smith (another
guest artist at our July meeting), and Gay Taylor. Sorry if
I omitted anyone.
If you missed this one, don’t miss two great events in a
row. Next year from May 12-14 will be Paperweight Fest
2016 at WheatonArts. It will be close and it will be great.
Toby Hawley
DVPCA President

Saturday was a blur of presentations and activities. We
breakfasted with Gary and Marge McClanahan. Gay
LeCleire Taylor started the morning with “Who Crimped My
Rose.” If anyone could differentiate the work of the various
makers, it would be Gay. A brief business meeting was
followed by the popular ID Clinic, which was composed
of Jim Lefever, Alan Thornton, and Gary Underwood with
photos by John Hawley. Lunch was available on site.
The public was invited to attend the Dealers’ Fair for free
from 12:00 to 5:00. Colin Mahoney gave “A Paperweight
Primer”, which was open to the public. An auction was
held for the pieces made in the Hot Shop the previous
day. The bidding was fierce even though the actual pieces
were not there— photos of the hot work were shown.
The Closing Banquet was preceded by a Cocktail Hour.
Diane Atkerson made sure that a group photo was taken
during that time. The banquet was one of he best that I
could remember: the setting was elegant, the favors by
Chris Sherwin— a Washington apple and the state bird—
were sweet, the food was delicious, the door prizes were
plentiful. We had a wonderful time.

Toby and John Hawley in front of
Hotel Murano

Since we had a late flight on Sunday, we did some
exploring. We visited the Tacoma Art Museum and later
the LeMay Car Museum. We hated to leave our luxury
suite at the Murano, but all good things come to an end.
That was the convention , but the best part was seeing and
being with the great paperweight people. DVPCA was well
represented with those mentioned above. Special kudos
go to Phil Edelman, Don Formigli, and John Hawley who
work so hard on the PCA Board. Special thanks to Ellen
Rostker for arranging the great hotel accommodations.
After California and Texas, DVPCA had the next largest
number of attendees— Pat Ackerman, Diane Atkerson,
Lee Arnold and Neal Demp (and Neal’s father), Helen
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DVPCA Spring Meeting
Review of Events
April 18, 2015
WELCOME
DVPCA Spring Meeting
Review of Events
April 18, 2015
WELCOME
The spring meeting of the Delaware Valley Paperweight
Collectors Association was held on Saturday, April 18, 2015
at Williamson’s Restaurant in Horsham, Pennsylvania.
President Toby Hawley welcomed the 34 members and
guests. Our speakers were members David Graeber and
Jim Lefever. Our dealers were Jim Lefever from Manheim,
PA and Thomas Haunton, of Jerseyana Antiques and
Collectibles, South Jersey Glass, from Wilmington, MA.

Jim Lefever & Andy Dohan

We also welcomed a new member, Dan Garber, who
mainly collects Paul Stankard weights.
Many DVPCA members are going to the PCA Collectors
Association 2015 Convention in Tacoma, WA, April 29-May
2; this was the reason our meeting was moved up a week
to ease the travel logistics of those attending both events.
MORNING PROGRAM
Our morning speaker was our friend and fellow DVPCA
member, artist extraordinaire, David Graeber. He gave
PowerPoint presentations, first on the creation of a heart
shaped paperweight with Ed Poore cutting the facets, and
then on the creation of orbs. David also shared a poignant
video about his daughter Karen joining the Air Force, and
the family journeying to San Antonio to see her graduate
from basic training. David then took questions from the
floor. We thank David for helping us out at the last minute.

Thomas Haunton

LUNCH AND RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS
We had three luncheon choices today: French cut chicken
breast stuffed with walnuts, and craisins, topped with
mozzarella; roast top sirloin of beef, Bordelaise sauce; or
penne pasta with vodka rosa sauce; strawberry sundaes
for dessert.

Display of murini

There were many delightful things to choose from in the
raffle thanks to the generosity of our members. Please
continue to bring your pass-on-able treasures to fill our
table. We made $140 to put in our kitty for expenses.
BUSINESS MEETING
OLD BUSINESS
Last weekend at WheatonArts Paul Stankard gave a
demonstration of lampworking which was followed by a
reception and exhibit of his work in the the Arthur Gorham
Paperweight Shop. His new book “Spark the Creative
Flame: Making the Journey from Craft to Art” was available
for purchase.

Raffle prizes

PAGE 3

Lending Library News

The Barbara Stitt Memorial Grant was discussed. This
year it will be $1500 and it will be awarded to an artist who
wishes to develop some new skills. After a short discussion
it was agreed to table the matter and let the Board develop
the application process and report back to the membership.
A stipulation was that the artist give a weight to DVPCA
which would be auctioned at one of our meetings.

Diane Atkerson
Don’t forget to pick up a copy of the list of all the books
and the magazine/newspaper articles in the library.
The list is on the Lending Library table. If you see a
book from the list and would like to borrow it, let me
know and I will be sure to bring any requested ones to
the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Paperweight Fest 2016: John Hawley spoke about
Paperweight Fest 2016 which will honor the father/son
team of Ray and Bob Banford. The program of lectures,
exhibits, and demonstrations is nearly complete. He urged
members to save the Fest dates of May 12-14, 2016.

Also, stop and take a look at the books for sale. You
may like to add to your library at home. Although most
of the members have several paperweight books,
there just may be one you see that you do not have.

The next DVPCA Meeting is our annual two-day Summer
Meeting/Celebration on July 18, 2015 with the garden party
after the meeting to be held at the home of Boyd England
and Penney Fleming. On Sunday, July 19, 2015, we are
planning to visit Paul Stankard at his studio in Mantua,
New Jersey.

Lastly, the PCA Bulletins for sale are the years
1980, 1996,1997 and 2001 to 2009. They are filled
with wonderful articles about various aspects of
paperweights , artists and photographs of new weights.
Take a few moments to browse through a few and see
for yourself.

The Biennial PCA Convention will be held in Tacoma,
Washington from April 29 to May 2, 2015. A large
contingency of DVPCA members are going to attend.
Elliot Heith spoke of a special Exhibit featuring artist Dale
Chihuly at the Chrysler Museum of Art in Norfolk, VA., April
11-June 7, 2015. It is entitled “Chihuly in the Garden.”
AFTERNOON PROGRAM
Our speaker, Jim LeFever, DVPCA member/dealer and
past Vice-President of DVPCA , talked about murrini.
Murrine (plural of murrini) is an Italian term for colored
patterns or images made in a glass cane (long rods of
glass) that are revealed when cut in cross-section. Murrini
can be made in infinite designs from simple circular or
square patterns to complex detailed designs to even
portraits of people.
The
murrini
process
was first perfected by
the Italian bead maker
Giacomo Franchini in
the mid 1800s. Today,
prominent
artists
employing this technique
are the De Rossi family,
Loren Stump, and Chris
Juedemann,
among
Weights on Tom Haunton’s
others.
Jim
brought
sales table
several exquisite pieces
from his personal collection for us to examine.

Diane Atkerson by Parabelle exhibit

CALENDAR

Advance Meeting Dates, Guests and Related Events
October 17, 2015: Fall Meeting
Guest Dealer: Ben Drabeck from Shutesbury, MA
Guest Artist: TBA
May 12 - 14, 2016: Paperweight Fest at Wheaton Arts

CLOSING REMARKS

SAVE THESE DATES AND PLAN TO ATTEND!

President Hawley thanked all for attending and reminded
us to take another look at the artist and dealer exhibits
before we departed. She wished us safe travels and looked
forward to seeing many of us in Tacoma next week.

All Saturday Meetings at:
WILLIAMSOM’S RESTAURANT, HORSHAM, PA

Respectfully submitted by Dorothy Disney for
Gail Munz, Secretary
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A Tale of Two Collections
by Neal Demp
Long before I began to collect art paperweights or ever
imagined that there was a group called the DVPCA, I
collected art pottery…specifically, Moorcroft Pottery.
Moorcroft Pottery is a British pottery founded in the early
1900’s in Stoke-on-Trent, England by William Moorcroft.
William and his son, Walter, were the designers and ran
the business for many decades. William received the
Royal Warrant and became ‘Potter to Her Majesty the
Queen.’ After a period of financial instability in the 1980’s,
Moorcroft rebounded, and it is one of only a few art
potteries from this early era still thriving today with a new
generation of designers carrying on the family traditions.

Butterfly Vase

Moorcroft was part of the Art Nouveau Movement. I was
first attracted to the detailed tube-lining technique used
as well as the rich glazes and interesting shapes of the
pieces. My preference is for the older designs of William,
particularly those called Florian Ware. Some collectors
prefer the modern pieces which have a wider color palate
and more exotic designs.

Butterfly Weight

In 2004, Lee and I travelled to London and took the train
to Stoke-on Trent to visit the Moorcroft factory. There is
a museum on site and tours can be arranged to see how
the pottery is made today.
I have asked myself, how did collecting art pottery lead
to collecting art paperweights? I realized that there were
several reasons I was drawn to these two mediums. Both
belong to a group of collectibles known as the decorative
arts. They include objects which have utilitarian functions
such as vases or bowls but are so beautifully decorated
they are considered art. I would not dare put flowers in
one of my vases, just as I would never place one of my
weights on a pile of papers!

Fish Weight

Another commonality is that they share many of the
same motifs: flowers, fish, butterflies, landscapes, and
fruit. Also, I just love the colors.
Pictured are sets of photos of various Moorcroft motifs
and corresponding paperweights from my two collections.
Enjoy!

Fish Vase

1) butterflies
a) Butterfly Ware c. 1899
b) Paul Ysart paperweight
2) fish
a) Orient and Flume paperweight, red beta fish
by Scott Beyers
b) fish design c.1930-1936
Orchid Vase

3) orchid
a) orchid design, c.1918
b) Paul Stankard cattleya paperweight, 1975

Orchid Weight
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Convention Comments
Campe’s Tacoma Memories
We spent an extra day in Tacoma because we couldn’t book a return flight the day after the PCA Convention, so we enjoyed
that Sunday sightseeing.
We read about “Stroll Tacoma” in a guidebook and decided we would get to know the city via walking, without the hassle of
getting a taxi, other people’s schedules etc...just us doing “our own thing”.
We walked about 4 hours under a beautiful sky viewing different architectural structures, visited a lovely park (home to the
biggest flowering bushes of rhododendrons I have ever seen), plus an on-site botanical garden....housing lovely Caladiums,
Coleus (The Plant of the Year according to the National Garden Club)...
That evening we dined with Clara and Rick Ayotte, Gordon Park, Carl Carter and Robert White, and another Texas couple...
the Elders at the popular Spaghetti Factory. It was the perfect way to end our wonderful PCA experience...with FRIENDS.
As we walked back to Hotel Murano we saw a snow-capped Mt. Rainier plus a full moon suspended above it...just an
awesome sight! We were blissfully happy!
Pamela Campe
Diane Atkerson
I said I would never fly again..ha…bit that bullet so I could attend the convention and see all those magnificent Parabelle
paperweights. It was a wonderful exhibit and a thoughtful remembrance by Carl Carter of Doris and Gary Scrutton. Opening
the drapes in my 14th floor room in the morning granted me – most days- a spectacular view of snow covered Mt Rainier. The
hotel was beautifully decorated with glass exhibits The dining facility had some delicious food in a nice setting overlooking
the atrium and the buffet breakfasts and banquet meals were most appetizing. Seeing collectors that I had not seen in a few
years was a joy. All of the activities were organized very well. Lectures were very interesting. I cannot say enough about the
Chihuly Museum in Seattle. Such vibrant colors of glass and the one favorite, the Mille Fiore Garden, took my breath away.
Needless to say I enjoyed myself to the utmost.
Conventioneers
The highlight of my stay was the glass museum in Tacoma and watching the magicians working at the furnaces. It was the
treat of a lifetime watching Dante and company working the beautiful piece that was auctioned off the next day. Unbelievable,
seeing the lamp workers, blowers, and hot pot guys and gals doing their thing. It was five outings to Wheaton rolled into one,
and I do not denigrate Wheaton, it’s just a different setting.
After spending many hours at the glass museum, it was time for dinner and a group of us decided on the Spaghetti Factory.
We had to cross the Chihuly bridge with it’s gorgeous installations and an adventure in itself. The path to the restaurant was
almost vertical (UP HILL) and through the university. It was so steep that the way was mostly steps rather than paved path.
For an old goat who has trouble walking, I persevered and was happy to make it to the restaurant for some good food and
lively discourse. Fed and content, we made it back to the Murano. The featured artist for my floor was Hiroshi Yomano, a
native of Fukuoka Japan. I spent many months there in 45/46 and old memories came to life.
The visit to Seattle was a treat, the Space Needle, Chihuly Museum and garden, Pikes Market and the final exhaustion,
return trip to Tacoma, and the friendly bus drivers.
A wonderful convention and I look forward to 2017.
Leonard Kornit
Lee Arnold & Neal Demp
Neal and Lee took Neal’s 88-year old father, Marv, along to
the convention. Marv had a great time, even though glass
paperweights were new to him. Neal and Lee enjoyed
reconnecting with old friends at the convention and meeting
new ones. Besides the PCA, they enjoyed a visit to the Tacoma
Museum of Art and the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium. At the
PCA Neal bought a lovely NEGC apple on a cookie base from
Leo Kaplan and Lee bought a Almeric Walter pate-de-verre
scarab from Frank Daniels. Attached is a photo of the three of
us hamming it up at the banquet.
Neil, Marvin & Lee
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AT THE HOT SHOP OF THE TACOMA MUSEUM OF GLASS

Chihuly Bridge of Glass

Chihuly Bridge of Glass with Museum of Glass
hot shop in background

Michael & Susan Hunter pulling cane
Dante Marioni & PCA artists

The Marioni-Ward piece near completion
Joining the Mayauel Ward paperweight with
the Dante Marioni platter

PAGE 7

Mass Glass Musings
by John D. Hawley
spoke radiating out from the ring is comprised of two
canes (Figure 1). One faceted example (Figure 2) has
two canes between each spoke, thus forming an outer
ring. The piece shown in Figure 3 is most unusual in
that it has gold leaf on the bottom (Figure 4), probably
an attempt to duplicate the effect of a flash (stained)
ground.

In this, Part II of my series on New England Glass
Company spoke concentrics, we cover the 5 spoke
design. Not many of these exist, perhaps because the
glassworker found it difficult to center the design and/
or achieve perfectly spaced spokes; at least all of the
examples I have seen suffer from these problems. The
typical 5 spoke concentric has a complex center cane
surrounded by a ring of six or seven canes, and each

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Gary Underwood, Jim Lefever & Alan Thornton at ID Clinic at Convention

PAGE 8

Figure 4

The Scramble
Welcome to new members Thomas and Karen Egan
from Aiken, SC and Dan Garber from Harleysville, PA.
Thomas Egan learned about DVPCA while attending
the Tacoma convention from our members there. Dan
Garber learned about DVPCA while attending the
Stankard event at Wheaton Arts from our members
there.
Elsewhere in this newsletter you can read about
some of our member’s convention experiences. We
also would like to have the conventioneers bring their
acquisitions for everyone to see and have described in
a Show & Tell during the meeting.
Thank you, Diane Atkerson, for the great photos from
the convention included in this newsletter.

Space Needle & Chihuly glass

Gary & Bonnie Geiger
at Chihuly Gardens

Leonard Kornit & Pat Ackerman at top of Space Needle
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DVPCA at the PCA Tacoma Convention

Rob & Pam Campe, Diane Atkerson, Pat Ackerman & Jim Lefever
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Summer Meeting Announcement
Saturday, July 18, 2015

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS
July 18, 2015

At Williamson Restaurant, 200 Blair Mill Road (Route
611/Easton Road at Blair Mill Road) Horsham, PA.

Luncheon Choices @ $20 per person

Located two traffic lights north of PA. Turnpike Exit
343 (Doylestown/Willow Grove).

(#) Sautéed Breast of Chicken,
Julienne Vegetables

Telephone (215) 675-5454

(#) Veal Marsala, Sautéed with
Mushroom & Marsala Wine

9:00 AM Dealers and Artists setup

(#) Pasta Primavera, Roasted
Vegetables, Garlic Butter Sauce

10:00 AM Paperweight Fair with Guest Dealer
William Pitt from Englewood, FL and
Guest Artists Kelsey Murphy from East
Lynn, WV. and Gordon Smith
from Millville, NJ

$

11:00 AM Kelsey Murphy will speak about her art
of Cameo Glass.

Luncheon Total

Names

Please mail this tear off slip with your
selections and check to:

12 Noon Lunch – Sale of raffle tickets.
1:00 PM Business Meeting: Announcements,
reports from floor, raffle, etc.
1:30 PM Gordon Smith will speak and show his
latest work.

DVPCA

c/o Don Formigli, Treasurer
455 Stonybrook Drive
Levittown, PA 19055

2:30 PM Acquired at Convention – Show & Tell
3:00 PM Paperweight Fair continues

NO LATER THAN JULY 13, 2015

4:00 PM Caravan to Garden Party at the home of
Boyd England and Penny Flemming

Sunday, July 19, 2015
10:00 AM Group visit to the home and workshop of
Paul Stankard in Mantua, NJ
12 Noon Lunch at the Hollywood Diner in
Woodbury Heights, NJ

Toby and John Hawley and Gay Taylor
at the convention banquet
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Westmont, NJ 08108
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Advertise Here!

email: tchaunton@comcast.net

Sue Sutton. It has led Toby to appoint Sue as corA reminder: Glass Weekend at WheatonArts is beresponding secretary for the chapter. Her duties will 12 ing held from June 10-11, 2011. Reservations need
be to write thank you notes, letters of sympathy andPAGE 12to be in soon.
any other needed correspondence.

