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Our Trip to Dearborn
More than Just Paperweights!
by Neal Demp

July 2019

of Glass which traces over 300 years of American
Glass. The glass collection at Henry Ford contains
approximately 10,000 pieces and includes 18th
century glass, pressed glass, and studio glass. The
highlight at Greenfield Village for us was traveling
back in time in a Model T!

Lee and I arrived in Dearborn a day before the
paperweight convention began. We arrived in the
early afternoon and were unsure how to spend the
day. We spoke to the nice staff at the front desk
of the lovely Henry Hotel where we stayed. They
suggested going to Fair Lane, the estate of Ford
Motor Co. founder, Henry Ford and his wife, Clara.
We were forewarned that the buildings were closed
for restoration but that we could tour the grounds and
gardens. I was wary since my allergies were horrible,
but we were so glad we took the advice and went.
It was an absolutely beautiful day and the grounds
were gorgeous. Pat Ackerman accompanied us
there and we were treated to trees and flowers in
peak bloom: redbud trees, dogwoods, lilacs, and
particularly a stunning blue carpet of forget-me-nots.
After our scenic walk, we were hungry and went for
a pit stop at Ford’s Garage. It is a restaurant with
a 1920’s vibe which features vintage vehicles, gas
pumps, etc. They specialize in comfort food, burgers,
and beer. We had to order the onion rings served on
a grand funnel! Yum!!

Dearborn has the largest concentration of Arab
American population in the US. We took the
opportunity to visit the Arab American National
Museum and experience Middle Eastern cuisine at
two local restaurants during our stay. The museum
highlights the contributions of Arab civilization to all
aspects of our society. There was a display which
features prominent Arab Americans including Danny
and Marlo Thomas, Donna Shalala, Helen Thomas,
Doug Flutie, Ralph Nader, and Temple University’s

The following day we went to the Henry Ford Museum
of American Innovation and Greenfield Village. It was
vast and we were barely able to scratch the surface
there. Highlights included Rosa Park’s bus, Lincoln’s
chair from Ford’s Theatre, and JFK’s limousine. We
also were intrigued by Buckminster Fuller’s prototype
Dymaxion House. It was a round house that looked
like it was from outer space. Alas, it did not become
the home of the future. At Greenfield Village, we
saw a glassblowing demonstration and spoke to an
enthusiastic (talkative) tinsmith regarding his craft.
We toured the impressive Davidson-Gerson Gallery

Lee and Neal with the Fords
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former president, David Adamany. Oops, almost
forgot Casey Kasem! There was also an exhibit which
traced the Arab American immigration experience.
Don Formigli joined us one night at Al Ameer for
some shawarma, kebabs, and hummus. Lee and I
tried Yemeni cuisine at Sheeba.
I will leave tales of the actual paperweight convention
and The Flint Institute of Arts and its wonderful
paperweight exhibit to others. I do hope you
vicariously enjoyed our “extracurricular’ experiences
in Dearborn and that it inspires you to visit in the
future if you were unable to attend the convention.

Funnel o’rings!

Rosa Parks’ bus
Don at Al Ameer restaurant

Pat, Lee, and Neal riding in Model T

Dymaxion House
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Minutes of DVPCA Spring Meeting on
April 13, 2019
The Spring Meeting of DVPCA was held on Saturday,
April 13, 2019 at the Philmont Country Club on Tomlinson
Road in Huntingdon Valley, PA. President John Hawley
welcomed the 32 members and guests in attendance.
This included Penelope Turgeon, guest dealer from L.H.
Selman and Craig Deacons, guest artist from Scotland.

Bill & Jill Bauersfeld with Don Formigli
enjoying the action

A gathering of DVPCA members at the
Philmont Country Club, April 2019

Morning Program
During our morning program, Craig Deacons gave a lively talk
about his career. He said that he helped his father John in the
workshop after school. He met other workers and artists in his
father’s shop. Towards the end of his school days, he wanted
to study glass at the university, but he was convinced by Anne
Metcafe to apprentice with his father instead. When he had a
family of his own, he allowed them to visit the workshop and
accompany him to meetings so that they would become familiar
with the business. He encouraged his entire family to come into
the workshop to make weights around holiday time. When he
was growing up, he was exposed to many artists. His teams
included: Willie Manson, Gordon Taylor, Anne Cook, Allan Scott,
Margaret Kilmartin, Rosette Fleming, and others. Today, the
teams have a wide range of skills and experience. Allan Scott
worked with John at Perthshire. Anne Deacons makes up the
molds and packs the weights. Margret Kilmartin has 35 years
experience of master cutting and is an engraver. He showed
us slides of all of the Deacons’ staff and workers. As part of his
apprenticeship, he learned to build the glass furnaces himself.

Dorothy Disney and Andrew Scott at the members table

Today, the working practices have switched from dealer led
to selling directly to collectors, John Deacons has 53 years’
experience making glass; he has dedicated his life to this
medium. Craig said that the UK needs more people to make
glass.
Craig has been inspired by Parabelle, Antique French Baccarat,
St Louis, Toso, Perthshire, and J Glass, among others. He likes
traditional art with a twist rather than modern art. The company
makes giftware at reasonable prices, paperweights, and glass
jewelry. Gordon Taylor is a creative cutter who has 100% free
hand in cutting in the Deacons’ workshop. John Deacons
is known for encasements. Craig likes carpet grounds and
millefiori. The company also makes lamps and vases. There
are eggshell-thin millefiori overlays with engravings. For the
last 19 months, they have been producing and selling engraved
glassware. Also, the company has ventured into sandblasting
items that are selling well.

Mike Mann, Lee Arnold, & Neal Demp - why
are these three so happy?

PAGE 3

Business Meeting
Old Business
John Hawley mentioned that Chris Sherwin had been awarded
the Barbara Stitt Scholarship. Chris wrote a lovely thank you
note and said that he will donate our choice of any two weights
from the his convention booth. Phil Edelman assured us that the
PCA convention this July in Dearborn, MI will be great.

New Business
Don Formigli reported a $371.75 profit for 2018. There is a
$1,925.00 balance in the Stitt Fund. Our July Garden Party will
be held at the home of Boyd and Penney in Perkasie, PA.

Afternoon Program
The afternoon program was a slide show of members’ Deacons
weights with description and interesting information given by
Craig, Don Formigli brought: a crown portal encased in clear,
an encased pompom in clear, and a black and white overlay
with a rose. He also had: a yellow weight with a central clover, a
millefiori weight with a central arrowhead, and one with red,white
and blue twists and stars. Jim Lefever brought a Cape Cod style
Christmas tree and a weight with a Clichy “C” scroll. Toby Hawley
showed a crown with a portal top. The Bauersfelds had a blue
and white overlay with flowers inside. Mike Mann had a red and
green overlay with cutouts and close pack within. Andrew Scott
showed a weight with a wolf created by Duncan Smith. These
were just some of the weights that were described. John Hawley
completed the session with ”Looking Beneath the Glass” which
explores the history of paperweights and why collectors collect
them. He also narrated a fascinating presentation on the glass
companies of yesteryear. He thanked us all for coming to the
meeting.

Marty Mikelberg advising Sue and Bart Sutton

Respectfully submitted, Gail Munz

Boyd England, Phil Edelman, Penney Fleming, and
Delania Lefever

Andy Dohan looking over Craig Deacons’
lavish display of weights and bottles

Craig Deacons tells us how it all began
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President’s Message
After all the work and anticipation, the 2019 PCA
Convention is now just a memory, and a wonderful
memory it is. It was very satisfying to see all the
planning and hard work of the PCA Board of Directors
pay off as things went smoothly from beginning to end
and lived up to all the hype. I’ll leave it to Toby and
Neal to give you all the details in their articles, but I
must mention that the highlight for me was the full day
(Friday) at the Flint Institute of Arts. This wonderful
museum pulled out all the stops for us with a great
display of paperweights and use of their hot shop
(air conditioned, no less!) for demonstrations by ten
of our paperweight artists. And yes, Toby and I both
succumbed to temptation at the dealers fair in The
Henry, our convention hotel.

day in May 2019, you open the first page. A book
character grabs you by the hand and pulls you in.
Suddenly you are part of their world. You are part of
the action. You are a book character. You are not in
your quiet shell anymore. You have BECOME part of
the book. You are one of them. You know what you
were missing out. You just wonder why you waited this
long.

I was pleased to see that nineteen DVPCA members
were in attendance and hope that we’ll have an even
better showing at the Paperweight Fest next year.
Ever wonder what you are missing by not attending
these special events? Gulsari Byrkit, a first timer at
the convention, wrote a great article for the July PCA
Newsletter on her experience, and summed it up
beautifully as follows:

Yes, the Fest is a long 10 months away, so in the
meantime we have some great DVPCA meetings
for your enjoyment. Ken Rosenfeld is flying in from
Oregon to be our guest artist this month, and many
thanks to Andrew and Nancy Scott for hosting him. Bill
Pitt will once again journey up from Florida to be our
guest dealer. Our October meeting will feature Wesley
Fleming as guest artist and Allan Port as guest dealer.
Looking ahead to January, Clinton Smith will be our
guest artist. So, as you can see, there are several
opportunities in the coming months for you to get your
“paperweight fix.”

Speaking of the Fest, save the dates May 14 – 16,
2020. Not only will we have great lectures, artist
demonstrations, the dealers fair, and make your
own opportunities, but we’ll also be celebrating
WheatonArts 50th anniversary. Stay tuned for more
information.

Do you know how it feels to be here for the first time?
Think of your favorite children’s book. For years you
just turn the pages, looking at pictures, those colorful
pages with all these personalities. You just turn pages
and dream, and dream. You feel like an outsider. One

John Hawley
President, DVPCA
DVPCA

MY IMPRESSIONS OF THE 2019
PCA CONVENTION IN DEARBORN, MI
by Toby Hawley
John and I started our motor car adventure on
Sunday, May12 and stayed overnight in Somerset,
PA (a little bit about that on the way home). It rained
almost the entire two days There was also an hour
delay because of an accident ahead. When we
arrived at The Henry on Monday, the weather was
beautiful, the hotel was lined with artwork for sale
and to ogle, and all of the staff were pleasant and
helpful. This was going to be our home for the next
week. Because John was working with the PCA
Board, I was on my own a lot but there was so much
to see and do with my paperweight buddies that I
was just fine.

Gift book to all attendees
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On Wednesday, May15 some of the attendees
took the shuttle bus to the Henry Ford Museum of
American Innovation and then to Greenfield Village.
There was so much to see and digest that I will
just quote the booklet: “Our unparalleled collection
includes Thomas Edison’s Menlo Lab, the home and
bicycle shop where the Wright Brothers first flirted
with flight and the Rosa Parks bus where the civil
rights movement was set in motion.” It has all kinds
of automobiles, from the first to the experimental,
the limo in which Kennedy was assassinated (now
repaired and bulletproofed,) and cars from the 50’s,
that I remember fondly. I had lunch in the Michigan
Cafe with my favorite couple from Iowa, KIrk and
Glenda Grunder. We went outside to the Greenfield
Village, where we took the little train ride to see
the entire village. We stopped in the Glass Shop,
which had cases showing the history of American
glass, very comprehensive. The gift shop was not
to be missed. We arrived back at the hotel in time to
change for the evening’s event.

Glenda & Kirk Grunder in
Greenfield Village

Wednesday evening was one of everyone’s favorite
activity- shopping and sighing at the Artists’ Fair and
then the Dealers’ Fair. I chose an exquisite Cathy
Richardson weight from her Prairie Series. Besides
all of the paperweights to purchase, there were
two special exhibits: Whitefriars Paperweights and
an Exhibit of Antique Paperweights from a Private
Collection. As usual, the dealers’ display provided
an impressive array of weights. It was an exhausting
day, but that’s what good conventions are all about.
Thursday, May 16 started with a buffet breakfast and
a welcome from Out-going President Phil Edelman.
This was followed by a presentation by Tracee Glab
-“A Passion for Paperweights: Viola Bray and Her
legacy at the FIA.” We had no idea of the treasures that
awaited us when we visited the museum on Friday.
Next, Damon MacNaught delighted us with his “Tenth
Anniversary Retrospective.” Tony Graham of the UK
completed the morning session with “Whitefriars
Design and the Influence of the U.S, Collectors.”
After lunch, three interesting presentations followed.
The always popular and informative Alan Thornton
explained “The Scottish Design Heritage.” “We Love
to be Remembered: Portraits-Buttons, Beads, and
Paperweights by Tony Beadell was a novel approach
to that subject. The morning ended on a high note
with a beautiful video of the work by French artist
Richard Loesel, who spoke through an interpreter.
Afterwards, groups went to restaurants or ate at the
hotel, whose food was excellent. The Dealers’ Fair

1929 Ford Model T in red

Those were the good old days at the local McDonald’s
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Mike Hunter impressing the audience in the hot shop

was open from 7-10 that evening. The Limited hours
each day left enough time for attendees to shop and
gave the dealers time to enjoy the presentations and
side trips.

Pat Ackerman and I admiring the
extensive FIA paperweight display

Friday, May 17 was outstanding because we went
to the Flint Institute of Arts (FIA). Phil Edelman
had been touting this place but it was even better
than expected. I would say it is one the best little
museums that I have visited. The design and layout
of the displays, the selection of the art and artifacts,
the cool hot shop, and the extensive gift shop were
excellent. And for the people of Michigan, there
are lectures, book reviews, concerts, classes, and
more. After a tour of the museum, we were given a
delicious lunch and a 250-page book of antique and
some modern paperweights that were photographed
and described very well. There were demonstrations
in the Cold and Hot Shops by: Damon MacNaught,
Mayauel Ward, David Graeber, Mike Hunter, Alison
Ruzsa, and Gordon Smith. I am sorry that I left the
museum too soon to take in all of the exhibits I have
included here some examples of the glass art in the
Glass Glass Art Collection (that is not a typo). Back
at the hotel, It was another evening of restaurant
eating, but we ate in-house and were treated by Alan
Kaplan and his lovely wife Nancy. Then, it was back
to the Dealers’ Fair from 7-10 for more treasures.

Meeting of the Minds - John Hawley, Art & Joyce Elder,
Phil Edelman, and Scott Jacobson

Saturday, May 18 was quieter in the morning
in preparation for the evening banquet. Along
with announcements and the Biennial Business
meeting was a presentation by John Hawley titled:
“Massachusetts Glass Paperweights: From the
Weird to the Wonderful.” This was followed by the ever
popular, Identification Clinic with experts: Eric Jump,
Jim Lefever, and Alan Thornton. The Paperweight

After the banquet the Hawleys bid farewwell to our
Scottish Friends Gordon & Craig
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Expo was open to the public 12:15 to 5:00. Among the
activities at the banquet was the passing of the gavel
from Phil Edelman to Gordon Park. We wish him well
and hope that his conventions are as successful as
the last few. It was a time for good-byes to members
in attendance: Pat Ackerman. Lee Arnold, Helen
Bodine, Neal Demp, Phil Edelman, Boyd England,
Penney Fleming, Don Formigli, David Graeber, The
Hawleys, Elliott and Roz Heith, Jim Lefever, and Bill
and Donna Pitt. Also there were former members
Nancy and Robert Straub, now living in Washington
State. If your name has been omitted, forgive me.
Our trip home was much more relaxed but a bit sad.
We stayed again in Somerset, PA, which is near
Shanksville, the site of the crash of Flight 93 on
September 11, 2001. We visited The Memorial which
covers 40 acres, one for each of the passengers and
crew that perished that day. Huge cement walls with
names and a small information center tell the story of
that terrible morning, minute by minute. Also, there
is a “Tower of Voices” which is a 93-foot-tall musical
instrument. The music of its chimes is a living tribute
to these men and women.
Some Special Glass in the Flint Institute of Arts
that Caught My Eye
There are many types of glass items, besides
paperweights, at the Flint Institute of Arts – glass
beads, lampwork, pate de verre, cold cutting, and
more. Here are some examples.
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Ken Rosenfeld – Guest Artist
Ken Rosenfeld’s paperweights have been featured in many
books, articles and websites, and included in the displays in
museums and collections worldwide. He continues to surprise
us with his designs and ideas. In Ken’s view, there is no limit
to the quality or detail that can be achieved with lampwork.
Ken has added a new feature to his paperweights this year:
fancy cutting to the crystal glass that encases his lampwork
designs. Through trial and error he has been able to produce
a few basic designs. His most demanding challenge has
been to produce a design where all of the cutting is evenly
spaced and symmetrical. This is critically important in order to
achieve the desired effect. We collectors eagerly look forward
to seeing more involved patterns as he further develops this
skill.

The first sculpture that caught my eye in FIA

Richard Loesel and his friend (and handy translator)
Gulsari Byrkit

Fancy Cut Bouquet

A closer look at the DVPCA members and guests at the April 13, 2019 meeting
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Silent Auction
Chris Sherwin Floral Paperweights

CALENDAR

Advance Meeting Dates, Guests and Related Events

The two beautiful floral paperweights shown here were
donated by Chris Sherwin in appreciation for his being
awarded the Barbara Stitt grant this year. The magnum
yellow flower with the sparkle ground and ¼ phase moon
is 3 13/16” in diameter and is scratch signed on the bottom
“Sherwin Art Glass May 2019.” The second paperweight,
an abstract floral design, has dimple cutting by Jim Poore
over approximately half of the exterior. It is 4 ½” high by 3
½” wide and is scratch signed on the bottom “Sherwin Art
Glass” and “Jim Poore.” We will run silent auctions for these
weights during the morning with the winners announced
following the afternoon presentation.

October 19, 2019
Guest Dealer: Allan Port
Guest Artist: Wesley Fleming
Location: Philmont Country Club
January 25, 2020
Guest Dealer: TBA
Guest Artist: Clinton Smith
Location: Buck Hotel
May 14 – 16, 2020
WheatonArts Paperweight Fest
Millville, NJ
SAVE THESE DATES AND PLAN TO ATTEND!

Chris Sherwin Yellow Floral
GORDON PARK
President

423-842-1978
ggpark@comcast.net

P.O. Box 26
New Rochelle, NY 10804

Chris Sherwin Abstract Flower
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Summer Meeting Announcement
Saturday, July 20, 2019

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS
JULY 20, 2019
PHILMONT COUNTRY CLUB

At the Philmont Country Club, 301 Tomlinson Road,
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006. Tel: (215) 947-1271
Directions

Luncheon Choices @ $30 per person*

From the East:
PA Turnpike I-276W, take exit 351 onto US-1S/
Lincoln Hwy towards Philadelphia. Take the PA 132
W/Street Road exit. Merge onto E Street Road/PA132 (1.1 miles). Turn left onto Philmont Ave./State
Route 2040 (1.8 miles). Continue to follow Philmont
Ave. (1.4 miles). Turn right onto Tomlinson Road
(0.4 mile). Turn right into Philmont Country Club
From the West:
I-276 East to exit 343 PA-611 towards Willow Grove
Merge onto PA-611 S/Easton Road (0.5 mile). Turn
left onto Fitzwatertown Road (0.7 mile). Continue
onto Terwood Road (0.8 mile). Take slight left onto
Huntingdon Road (0.8 mile). Turn left onto Masons
Mill Road (1.0 mile). Turn right onto Byberry Road/
State Route 2009 (2.0 miles). Turn right onto Buck
Road (1.0 mile). Turn left onto Tomlinson Road (0.8
mile). Turn right into Philmont Country Club
9:00 AM Dealers and Artist setup

*Luncheon includes salad and dessert
(#) Balsamic Chicken: Marinated
Balsamic French Chicken Breast over
Shitake Mushroom and Balsamic Vinegar
Butter Sauce
(#) Salmon: Grilled Filet of Salmon served
with a Lemon Beurre Blanc Sauce, Rice
Pilaf, and Vegetable Medley
(#) Pasta Primavera: Penne Pasta with
Assorted Seasonal Vegetables in a Light
Lemon White Wine Sauce

$

Luncheon Total

Names

Garden Party Reservations @ $15 per person*

10:00 AM Paperweight Fair with Guest Dealer

(#) Persons Attending

Bill Pitt and Guest Artist Ken Rosenfeld
Start of Silent Auction of Chris Sherwin
paperweights

$

Garden Party Total

Names

11:00 AM Presentation by Ken Rosenfeld
12 Noon Lunch and Raffle Sales
1:15 PM Business Meeting - Announcements and
Reports, and raffle
2:00 PM Presentation on the PCA Convention by
Don Formigli
2:30 PM Silent Auction Reveal

Please mail this tear off slip with your
selections and check to:

DVPCA

c/o Don Formigli, Treasurer
455 Stonybrook Drive
Levittown, PA 19055

2:40 PM - 3:30 pm Paperweight Fair continues
4:40 PM - Garden Party at home of
Boyd and Penney

NO LATER THAN JULY 15, 2019
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Address Service Requested

5 Johnson Lane
Voorhees, NJ 08043-4123
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